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Preface

Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) are the treasure-keepers of knowledge. The rivers and
streams of knowledge, which have inundated and refreshed the farms of
human souls in the past fourteen centuries, have originated from the
heavenly pinnacles of this mountain of light. ‘Ali (A.S.), the Irglam Of the
learned and the mystics said, “The flood water [of knowledge] flowsjdowi
from me and no bird [flight of mind] can soar up to me.” The prosperity
and freshness of the land of knowledge and awarendgg ié becilse of the
glittering radiance of this Household’s divine knowledpe as the Great
Prophet (S.AW.) said, “T am the city of knowledge afd 'Aljis its)gate.”

The Ahl al-Bayt’s (A.8.) knowledge is of plrceptive fathér than learnable
type. and this is because they have perceived the trjgh of Knowledge by their
heavenly souls. Imam ‘Ali (AS) describfs mystics (of whom he is the
master) as: “Knowledge has led themgo ted! understanding, so they have
associated themselves with spirit ofjson¥iction.”

The Great Prophet (S.A.W.) was the original founder of this dynasty of
light and luminescence, an@), although unschooled, his message was
knowledge and his missiflpwah recitation and reading, erudition, and
awareness. His missiofipstafied with sgra’ (recite!), and continued with
knowledge and insightywhich filled up souls with rapture and bliss. {It is
He who sent to the Uhilgitered {people] an apostle from among themselves,
to recite to them Hig Signs, to purify them, and to teach them the Book and
wisdom.§Qur’5n: 6/60. With his prophetic mission, he led the dead souls
out ofgtheitymundanity and misguidance into the heavenly gardens of life
and livelihodd? and called the mankind gone astray and lost in the crooked
roads of corcuption to the highways of guidance and straight path and
breathed a new soul into mankind's dead body: §...when he summons you

to that which will give you life.pQurian: 8/28. He relieved them of the heavy



burdens of ignorance (...and relieves them of their burdens and the shackles
that were upon them}.Qur’én: 7/157.

Having drunk their fill from his fountain of life, the household of his
Holiness, like him, held up the torches of knowledge and awareness aflame
and radiant to the seekers of knowledge and spiritual insight over the
centuries; and with the aid of his Divine Lights, illumninated tife way for
seckers and made their souls radiant and replete with celestial spleador.

And today, in the age of modern paganism, what settles don thé dust
from the path before the perfection-seekers and can illuminate their way is
the return to the fountainhead of that same kndWiledze andispinitual insight
that the great Prophet (S.A.W.) and his hely and puréiHougehold presented
to mankind. Perhaps today, more than ever before, Rman beings are in dire
need of what the Prophet of mercy preséptad to Humanity.

There is no doubt that delving’ thge the Ahl al-Bayt's (A.S.)
fountainheads of light and re-readirly the life-story (sirs) and teachings of
those noble figures in our days — Wk in/afl eras — is a great service to
humanity, which is incomparable to any other services, Therefore, it is
incumbent on all those whose hearts throb for human beings that by
mulling over and delvindlinto the Ahl al-Bayt’s {A.S.) Gnostic knowledge, to
extract the pure pednls afd liberating doctrines of this splendid Divine
treasure and presant them (¢ the contemporary desperately sorrowful and
thirsty mankind:

We are dufizbotind, as neighbors to the Holy Shrine of the learned one
of the Préphets household [Imam ‘Al b. Masa al-Rida (A.5.}], to wish
prosperitydand best of health for all the followers of this path and all those
who makéendeavors in revitalizing directives of Ahl al-Bayt {A.S.) and their
divir@ugachings and knowledge, particularly the noble and esteemed authors
who have contributed to the writing and compilation of this precious

collection, and pray for their success from the A]J-Knowing and Ever-Living
Allah,



Also, we ask the respected pilgtims to transform the unique opportunity
of paying pilgrimage to the blessed body of the progeny of Rasil Allah
(SA.W.) into a chance for fulfilling their spiritval and intellectual
requirements through enjoyment of the thoughts, words, and life history of
that magnanimous Imam: and by studying valuable works such as the
present collection, to store up provisions of bliss and perfection for fHeir
present world and Hereafter, remembering to pray for their servants in this

Holy Sanctuary, as well.

Islamic Propagation and Relations Directorate

Astan Quds Razavi

Introduction

[slamic ran is proud to host the blesfed hody of the Apostle of Allah
(S.AW.)'s progeny, Imam al-Rida (A.S.);(the dearned of the Prophet’s
houschold, the source of bfcssings, and the eighth infallible lmam. Each year
it receives millions of eager and enamoged pilgrims who come here to pay
homage to the affectionate and graciougImam.

With the blessings of thisthenevolent Imam, divine graces are dispensed
to all devotees of Ahl al-Bagt (A.S.), especially to the followers and Shi‘as of
his holiness; and this piege of land in Khurasan is a piece of paradise which
prides itself on the Worldiaf angels and is ever the focus of attention to the
heaven]y cherubim, Jush as it is a focus of attention and guidance for the
people of @hgywotld. Divine angels frequent around the sacred mausoleum
along wigh hi§ earriest pilgrims.

And what“great blessings and graceful effects has the Almighty God
imparted on behalf of this magnanimous Imam and his pilgrimage to his
pilgrims and enthusiasts.

Paying pilgrimage to Imam al-Rida (A.S.} and the torrential presence of



the pilgrims in his heavenly sanctuary does always strengthen religious spirit
and spirituality, and the remembrance of the Hereafter, concentration on
Almighty Allah and His ordinances in the hearts of people and the Islamic
society. In that pure atmosphere radiating with the light of Imamate and
wildya, the eager pilgrims feel peace and purity of the heart, express their
needs, and enjoy plenty of divine blessings through the noble Imdin.

Thus, in order to provide better and deeper enjoymeny of this
pilgrimage, we would draw the attention of the interested pilgriths to'a brief
account of that noble Imam’s precious life and attributes so that they may go
on pilgrimage with more knowledge and, thefeby, receive more divine
blessings and attention from the Eighth Holy ImamyfAlids. Muasa al-Rida

upon whom be thousands of salutations and praises.

Brief History of Imass al—Ridﬁ’s (A.S.) Life

His blessed name: ‘Aly

His father’s name: ImanMuga b, Ja'far (AS.)

His mother's name: Najma oy Tuktam

His nickname: Abia‘al-Hasan

His cognomen: @idi

Date of birtdaBhul-Qa'da 11, 148/Dec 29, 765

Place of birthy Holy €ity of Medina

Progeny: Higgholiness Imam Muhammad Taql (A.S.); of course, it is
disagrded Whgther his holiness has had other children,

Rulews of his time: Mansiir Dawaniqi, Mahdi ‘Abbasi, Hadi “Abbasi,
Harig al-Rashid, Muhammad Amin, Ma’'mun ‘Abbasi

Date of being appointcd as heir apparent: Ramadan, 201/March, 817, as
imposed by Ma'mun

Length of life: 55

Date of martyrdom: the end of Safar, 203/ September 5, Bi8
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