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NOTICE

Medicine is an ever-changing science. As new rescarch and dinical experience Bioaden our knowl-
edge, changes in ereatment and drug therapy are required. The authors and the publisher of this work
have checked with sources believed 10 be reliable in their effops o g#6Wide infofimation that is com-
plete and generally in aceord with the standards accepted at the time of publication. However, in view
of the pussibility of human error or changes in medical sfences, nmighes b i e pubiisiier
T TF SUE pasty wio Tas been involved in the preparai@@le publiEftion of this work warrants
that the informativn contained herein is in every nespect decurafe @hcomplete, and they disclaim afl
responsibility for any errors or omissions or for thelresults 6bedined from use of the information con-
wined in this work. Readers are encouraged to confiiithe infomuffition contined herein with other
sources. For example and in particular, readers are advised i check the product information sheer in-
cluded in the package of each drug they plan 16 admihister t0 be certain thar the information con-
tained in this work is accurate and thar changgs hafe not been made in the recommended dose or in
the contraindications for administration. Whis ¥€omméndarion is of particular importance in con-
nection with new or infrequendy oi@d dnigs.
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DEDICATION

These are the fnimes that try mens souls.
-—Thomas Paine, The American Crisis, 1776-1783

This 23rd edition of Williams Obstetrics arrives ar a time of economic uncertainty for our
country—indeed, for the world. There is especial anxiety provoked by the anticipated tumul-
tuous reorganization of our healtheare system. We dedicate this book to those who are fair minded
and who strive to bring about these changes with equanimity. We include all flose who work
1o construct a system that is the best for all, includes those who are disadv@itaged, but does
not diminish the quality of healthcare for those who will ultimately fisance the system—a
tall order indeed. We echo the philosophy of the American College of ‘Qbstetticians and
Gynecologists that all women and their unborn children should have access wo @bsictrical care
and family planning services.
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