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fvessential words included in this book are those used bycducated, cultured
mal conversation,

sound that each symbol represents can be easily understood from the Key

The pronunciation of the 504 ¢
speakers in evervday, rel: i

Below are a list of,
word in which it is showr.

a back 0 horn f fail s sif

a hay o lock £ get t tin

i | car o 100 h hotel v voice
d care oi toy ] joy w win

e then u up k kil ch  church
e easy u toot ! let hw  white
€ bird ii you m man zh  leisure
i it ou out n not Y  yes

i kite b bed P put z zcbra
6 horue d done r Tose N drink

The unstressed vowel sound is symbolized as follows:

o for a as in around for i as in sanity for u as in focus
for ¢ as in glitter for 0 as in complete



INTRODUCTION

This is a self-he!p book. If you use it intelligently, you will help yourself to strengthen and expand your word
knowledge. The words you will learn, maoreover, are essential in that they arc known and used regularly by educated
people. You wiil find that such words as squander, rekabilitate, blunder, obesity, and five hundred mere will tum up in
your newspapers, in the magazines you read, in books, on television, in the movies, and in the conversation of the
people you mect daily.

504 Absolutely Essential Words is divided into 42 lessons, each containing 12 new words. Those words are first
presented to you in threc sample scntences; next, the new words appear in a brief passage; the last part of each lesson
is a set of exercises that give you praciice using the new words, One of the most important features of 504 ... Words is
that cach of the new words is repeated over and over again throughout this book so that you will have a greater chance
to become familiar with it.

Included are seven Word Review sections, cach containing challenging exercises thiat willjhelp you to test your
mastery of the new words.

Newly added are interesting exercises in letter writing and parts of spegch th@Sgill fangiliarize you with our basic 504
essential words, Finally, this 6th edition features frequently misspelled Waltds, a B@nus Review, a Bonus Lesson with
125 More Difficult {(But Essential) Words, and a new section called Panoratha of Words,

HOW TO USE THIS'BOQOK

504 Absolutely Essential Words can be used in a nimbe&fof witys, depending upon the needs and the status ofthe
reader. A student in a high school English classfor ¢kample, could work with the book over a period of one school
year, leaming a dozen words cach week for 42 Weeks“Pipils who are studying vocabulary in an individualized
program can move through the text at their own speed, Miastering the new words as rapidly as they are able. Adulis, out
of school, can dip into the book on a selectiv@ basis, paying attention to the new words and skipping over those with
which they are already familiar.

The High School English Class Some te@igherSiprefer to set aside one day a week for intensive vecabulary study. At such
time the sentences containing the neW wordg 8re often read aloud so that the students hear them used in context. The
definitions may be copied into agwcablilary notebook to reinforce the leaming. Next, the accompanying paragraph(s)
containing the 12 new words should®g tead aloud, followed by the exercisce in which the blanks are to be filled in.
Some discussion of the "Spdilight Qn" word is appropriate, preceding a homework assignment in which the students
compose original scntences Wor each@f the new words,

Independent Study Anggrésting way to approach 504 Absolutely Essentinl Words on one's own is to take an
informal pretest on each week's words, comparing the definitions with the ones provided in the text. After studying the
three sainple sentences, the reader should compose several original ones, using the model paragraph(s) for resource
material,

The "Spotlight On”" word introduces stdenis to the fascinating history of the English language. They are advised to
look up other words in cach tesson in order to find cut about their origin and to expand their vocabulary in the process.

Finally, students who are working on their own should complete the exercises at the end of each section, filling in the
blanks and striving for a perfect score.

Repetition The words with asterisks (*) are those that have been taught in previous lessons. They are planted
evervwhere in the book since the repetition of newly learned material is a recognized road to mastery. If you come
across such a word but cannot remember its meaning, tum back to the lesson in which that word first appeared. (See
the index on pages 200-202 for such information.)
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LESSON

1

Words to Learn
This Week

abandon
keen
jealous
tact
oath
vacant

hardship

gallant

data
unaccustomed
bachelor

qualify

“All words are pegs to hang ideas on.”

~Henry Ward Beecher, Proverbs from Plymouth Pulpit

abandon (aban'dan) desert; leave without planning to come back; quit

a. When Roy abandoned his family, the police went looking for him.

b. The soldier could not abandon his friends who were hurt in battle.

c. Because Rose was poor, she had to abandon her idea of going to
college.

keen (ké&n) sharp; eager; intense; sensitive

a. The butcher's keen knife cut through the meat.
b. My dog has a keen sense of smell.

c. Bill’s keen mind pleased all his teachers.

. jealous (jel'as) afraid that the one you love might prefer someone else;

wanting what someone else has

a. A detective was hired by the jealous @idowigo find the boyfriend
who had abandoned® her.

b. Although my neighbor just bought a new car, | am not jealous of
him.

c. Being jealous, Mona would Mg let heRboyfriend dance with any of
the cheerleaders.

tact (takt) ability to say ghe right£hing

a. My aunc never hurts diiyone(@feélings because she always uses tact.
b. By the use of tact, Janet Was able to calm her jealous* husband.

c. Your friends will aimiEe yoU'it you use tact and thoughtfulness.

oath (6th) a promise thit sginething is true; a curse

a. The prefjgentivill tak€the oath of office tomorrow.

b. In coun, tRewWitAEEs ook an oath that he would cell the whole wruth.

c. When Terry difigovered that he had been abandoned, * he let out an
angry@®ath.

vacant (Ya'K8ib) empty; not filled

a.¢ S@meane is planning to build a house on that vacant lot.

b. W put My coat on that vacant seat.

chg, VWthen the landlord broke in, he found that apartment vacant.

Randship (hard'ship) something that is hard to bear; difficulty

a. The fighter had to face many hardships before he became
champion.

b. Abe Lincoln was able to overcome one hardship after another.

¢. On account of hardship, Bert was let out of the army to take care
of his sick mother.

gallant {gal'ant) brave; showing respect for women

a. The pilot swore a gallant oath* to save his buddy.

b. Many gallant knights entered the contest to win the princess.

c. Edis so gallant chat he always gives up his subway seat to a woman.

data (dat's or dat's) facts; information

a. The data about the bank robbery were given to the F.B.J.

b. After studying the data, we were able to finish our report.

¢ Unless you are given all the data you cannot do the math problem



