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Preface:

By controlling infectious diseases and developing efficient therapeutic agents against them, as well as
increasing life span in many countries, the pattern of morbidity and mortality has changed
dramatically during the past century in medium- and low-resource countries, and chronic diseases,
including cancer, have been emerged as one of the most challenging problems for public health
systems in these countries. The first step in controlling the cancer burden is to collect information
about the incidence, type, and location of cancers, and this is best done within the framework of cancer
registries.

Data collected by cancer registries enable public health professionals to Better Uderstand and address
the cancer burden. Cancer registry data are fundamental to monitor cancer trehig over time, determine
cancer patterns in various populations, guide planning and evaluationgafcanceg control programs, help
set priorities for allocating health resources, and advance clinicaly epidemiblogic, and health services
research, including those aimed at evaluating the effectiveCly, of \@ticer prevention, control, or
treatment programs.

The cancer registry program in Golestan province, whiChig beifig carried out by collaboration of the
Digestive Discase Research Centers of TehranfUniersity of Medical Sciences and Golestan
University of Medical Sciences, is a very impogtant@@pl tgiachieve the above mentioned objectives in
the province of Golestan and in Iran as a Whgl€alagaddition, it can provide essential information for
the ongoing studies on upper gastrointestinal @gncers in that province, high incidence area for

esophageal cancer, which are conducted ¥ colldboration with IARC and other institutions.
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