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Ideed. Affah desires o repel af impurite frons yon, O People of the
Honseholed, aned prrifi vou with o therough purification.,

(Sarut al-Ahzib 33:33)
Prophetic traditions, mentioned in most reliable Sunnt and g\' e enee
books of hadith and sefslr (Quranic exegesis), confinm that this ¢ Vse
was revealed 10 exclusively involve the five People of the Cloak: Sgucly,

Mubammad, *AIT, Faumah, al-Hasan, and al-Husa a he upo*lhcm. W
whom the ternin *Ahl al-Bayt (People of the House icated],

For instance, reter 1o the following references:
AL Sunni Relerence Books:

(1) Alimad ibn Hanbal {d. 241 Al), 4F-Musna
Sahily Musfim {d. 261 AH). 7:130, (3) AL
clal. (4} Al-Dalabi (d. 310 AHY, Af-Dhu Wlirah al-Nabawhaah, p.
1.5 p 10K, 113, (6) Al-
siiehok Cald al-Solifhava, 2:416,
3133, 146, 147 () Al-Zarkashi {d. Al ~Burhan, p. 197, (8) bn Hijar

A, Al-fmdmal wa gl-Tabsiveh T A7, H. 29, (3) Al-Maghribi (d. 363 AH),
Da'd’ine al-Islam. pp. 98, 37. Al-Sadiiq (d. 381 AH), ALKkisal, pp. 403,
), dd-Amdii, Ho 438, 482, 783
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W the exegesis of the holy verse involved in the
s of rafsir (1) Al-Tabarl (d. 310 AN, Book of Tafsir.

1 8libt (d. 825 AM), Bock of Tafsir (8) A-SuyBin (d. 911 AH)
s af-Manthiir, (9) Al-Shawkant (d. 1250 AM). Farh al-Qadir. (10} Al-
{(d. 320 AH). Book of Tafsir. (11 Al-Qummi (d. 329 AH). Bavk of
ir. (12) Furt al-Kiift (d. 332 AH), Book of Tafifr: in the margin of the
sis of verse 4:59, (13) Al-TabrisT {d. 560 AH). Majma' af-Bayan, as well
as many other reference books of feefieh and tafsir.
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The Messenger of Allah (y) said: L 4

“Verily, 1 am leaving among you two weighty
[thagalavn]: The Book of Allah and my progeny [ itraf],
members of my Household [4hf al-Bavid 1, id ast to
them, you shall never go astray. The Il never
separate from cach other until they he Pond
[havwd] (of Kawthar).”

Some references:
O Al-Hakim al-Nayshaban. A~ Mmfmu
{Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 1
O Muslim. 48-Sahih, (English tr.

sald - ahithavn

3

9 ARTirmidhi. A4S 2. hadiths 3786, 3788, vol
2.p. 219

0O Al-Nassa'T. Khasd iy A 1 f

O Ahmad ibn Hanha!, A&Musia®l, vol. 3, pp. 14,17, 26; vol. 3, pp.
26, 39; vol. 4, . 13 voldgs, pp. 181-182, [89-190

O  [bo al-AthT j@f-Usid, vol. |, p. 277

a war al-Nihdvah, vol. 5, p. 209

& Ibn Kg (J."-Qur an al- Azl vol. 6, p. 199

] ant, Sifsilar rhl’-A Iréiith al-Salihatr (Kuwait:

alafiyyah). vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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Foreword

ciful

1 of the Prophet (may
wers, is a comprehensive
of Islamic knowledge. This

o have drawn inspiration
many scholars to the Muslim
mams of the Prophet’s Household

The invaluable legacy of the Household [A4
peace be upon them all), as preserved by t
schoot of thought that embraces all bran

( ‘ar}, have done their best to cle
currents within and withou

society and to answer their questions.
have given well-rcasoned answers and

clarifications concernin stions and doubits.
To meet the respon assigned to it, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly
{ABWA) has em efense of the sanctity of the islamic message and

its verities, ofte by the partisans of various sects and creeds as well
as by curren stile to Islam. The Assembly follows in the footsteps of the
Ahl al-Bayt (¢ ie disciples of their school of thought in its readiness to
llenges and tries to be on the frontline in consonance with
the demands of every age.

The arguments contained in the works of the scholars belonging to the
School of the AAl al-Bayt (‘a) are of unique significance. That is because
they arc based on genuine scholarship and appeal to reason, and avoid
prejudice and bias. These arguments address scholars and thinkers in a
manaer that appeals to healthy minds and wholesome human nature.
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To assist the seckers of truth, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly has
endcavored to present 2 new phase of these arguments contained in the
studies and translations of the works of contemporary Shitah writers and
those who have embraced this sublime school of thought through divine
blessing.

The Assembly is also engaged in edition and publication of the valuable works
of leading Shi‘ah scholars of carlier ages 10 assist the segkers@@t the truth in
discovering the truths which the School of the Prophet's H\ (‘a) has

offered to the entire world.

We also invite scholars. translators and ot
propagating the genuine I[slamic teachi
Muhammad (s).

We beseech God, the Most High, to a
to enhance them under the auspices arfl) al-Mahdi, His vicegerent on the
earth (may Allah expedite his adv

We express our gratitude
bless his soul), the author of 1
(Muhammad ‘Abd al-*A
have participated |
Translation Office, &

anymad ‘AlT Chanaran (May Allah
resent book. and Mr. Kelvin Lembani
), ilsganslalor. We also thank our colleagues who
oducing this work, especially the stalt of the

Cultural Affairs Department
The Ahl al-Bayt {‘a) World Assembly



Author’s Preface

4
In the global arena, we have witnessed psaga distinguished
personalities, endowed with inexhaustible in , dedication and
steadfasiness, who reformed the cultures of thes in which they lived
and influenced the Ilvcs of people all over l. They were not different

iety. They waged war against
he path of righteousness. They
executed original social welfargyplangpand improved the texture of their
societtes. Thus, they laid structures of modem civilization and
became immortal in the story. Muslims, especially the Shi‘ghs,
pay great respect lo th t personalities. However, due 1o political
reasons, they have
historians of the
all thc people

d. It is our sacred duty to introduce and inform
ordinary services rendered to Islam by them, by

s carried out on a large number of the present
generation § at eminent figures of the past are being observed, studied
and emulated as role models by this generation, especially the youth.



4 Exemplary Youths during the Early Davs of Islam

One of the ways of evolving, intcllectually and spiritually, 1s by studying the
lives of the great reformers of history, the Divine Prophets {‘w)', Allah’s
saints, and the torchbearers of knowledge, culture and politics.

It is essertial at this stage to guide our youth by providing them with a
healthy and beneficial code of ethics based on the principles of Islam which
was practiced by these exemplary youths. It 1s for this reagen, that the
decision to introduce illustrious role models for the youthgwas@ken so that it
might serve 1o help them develop into morally correctiyintclijgent and
creative individuals. In this way, no matier how little or insignificant the
effort might be, we can still redress and undo the hagm that the enemics of
Allah have inflicted on Islam and the Islamic Rgyblutioi by belitthng and
humiliating Islamic personalities with the intention @ anniflilating Islam and
spreading their own perverted cultures aroundfhithgoridy By introducing and
reviving Islamic ‘role models’, we can nuBif thE®evil intentions of the
enemies of Allah.

We all know that the cnemics use diff@gnt Mthods to pacify the hearts of
the Mushims in order to loot their m@tegid! 44d spiritual capital. Initially, they
try to destroy the self confidenfe ofighegMuslims. Having done that, they
introduce their own imaginafpsubsanen to serve as role models and symbols
of emulation for the Muslims ittGkder to replace Islamic personalities.

FFor this reason, it is incufbent o have a detailed and accurate knowledge of
personalities that wei@nst@ucted i Islamic values and trained by the Noble
Prophet (s)" and the SHE1EhAMS (‘@) because they actually form the pillars
of rcal fslam.

At the end, I\i 10 binding upon myself to thank all those who helped me
prepare thiggvork. =

The Eslamic Seminary of the Holy City of
Mashhad,

Muhammad *All Chand@rani

! The abhreviation, ‘o™ stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, alayhi s-safdm., “alavitim us-
salam, or ‘alavhd's-saldam [may peace be upon him/themv/her). which is mentioned afier the
names of the prophets, angets, Imams (rom the Prophet’s progeny. and saints {‘a). [Trans.]

2 The abbreviation, 5™, stands for the Arabic invecative phrase, sellallahu “alayii wa aliht wa
saffam [may God’s blessings and peace be upon him and his progeny). which is mentioned
after the name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (¥). [Trans.]



avatlable to the Muslims. When Allah’s Pr
divine message and instructing individuals

precepts, the first

outcome and fruit of his undertakings was of men and women
with conviction and devotion believed in idthese early believers who,
during and after the lifetime of the Noble het(s), made strenuous efforts
to spread and disseminate the di ssage Of Islam. They sacrificed their
lives and properties for the sacred go h’s Prophet (5).

“"Muhammad is the Prc Hah, and those with him are firm of
heart against the di S, compassionate among themselves,
vou will see them\ow own, prostrating themselves, seeking
grace and pled@mge Wom Allah; their marks are in their faces
prostration; that is their description in the
cription in the Injil; like a seed-produce that
rout, then strengthens it, so it becomes stout and
its stem, delighting the sowers thar He may enrage
s on account of them; Allah has promised those among
them who believe and do good, forgiveness and a great reward. "

In another verse, it states,

! Sitrar al-Fath 48:29.



6 Exemplary Youths during the Early Davs of Islam

"Of the believers are men who are true to the covenant which they
. ul
made with Aliah.

Whenever these people heard the Prophet {s) inviting them to Islam, they
readily declared, “Labbavk va Rasiluliah” (Here | am, O Prophet of Allah?)
and consisicnily said,

"Our Lord! Surely we have heard a preacher calling toShe faith,
saving: Believe in your Lord, so we did believe; OurLgrdNgprgive
us therefore our faults, and conceal our evil deeds and m@ke 1 die
with the righteous. ™

The Prophet’s (5) companions and comrades at@ytiic firS@pcopic in whose
hearts the tree of faith was initially planied. This tré@goonghatured and afier
a short period of time, bore very diverse, nutrigfotsiand Palatable fruit. In the
circumstances of their lives, moral attginmelits Aind uman virtues thrived,
until a group among them became livilig sytibals of picty, virtue, self-
sacrifice, devotion, paticnce, endurancg, lov@y affection, high ambition and
motivation. This group of companiafts pgssgssed an intense tonging 10 meet
Allah. The adornment of their hgart@yévas 47 rejection of attachment 1o this
transient world'. The world@gas dhlightChed with their radiant light.

However, we can not overlookUthe fact that not all of the Prophet’s (s)
companions were endowgg with thé%ame fine buman attributes in the course
of their lives. According @ the“®@estimony of the Noble Qur’an, there were
double-tongued hypochithgmong them who were inclined to polytheism and
had weak faith.

Thercfore, magaly Bking one of the Prophet’s (s) companions can never be a
sign or prgof of atlihment of lofty moral values; of being a just person or
having 4 highgocial status ameng the Muslims. We can not accept
everygae 's@words, nor approve of their actions just because they happen to be
one of\tieakophet’s (s) companions. If these people had internalized the
trattiimg, Biven to them by such a great teacher as Allah’s Prophet (s), they
would not have dared be disobedient or commit any unjust act. People who
received spiritual instruction possessed high moral values and valuable
attributes. However, we cannot disregard the destructive effects of the carnal
or scnsual desires because they strongly neutralize the effects of spiritual
training and take man back to the Age of {gnorance [Jahilivyah]. It is for this

! Sirat al-Ahzak 33:23.
2 Sirat Al ‘Tmrén 3:193.



The Distinctive Features of the Prophet's (s) Companions 7

reason that we cannot pass the same verdict on all of the Prophet’s ()
companions [sahabah]. On the contrary, careful attention has to be paid to
their words and deeds. Only then can we judge them fairly. o
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