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Introduction

‘Street fighting in Petersburg! The soldiers have joined the rebels! It’s the
Revolution!’

It is the beginning of the twentieth century and the lives of four
young people are interrupted by the extraordinary events of the
Russian Revolution. They struggle to define their role” in a
constantly changing world, just as their country searches Jor its
way forward. Each of the four — Yury, Tonya, Lara and Dash. —
finds love and loses it, faces the endless probler-s-aused by the
Revolution, and comes to a better understai. ing o’ who they
are. They are surrounded by a crowd of Uhusui'voften tragic
figures whose personal histories mirror \hif fo wiative period in
Russia’s history.

Boris Pasternak was born in M sciwin 1890, His father was a
painter and his mother'y cc wceriipianist and he grew up in a
world of music and literav « -\ 7¢ originally studied music but
gave it up to write pd=ms whea he was eighteen. His third book
of poems, My Siis iife, inade him fimous. Pasternak wrote
stories as well &2 o ms Luring the 1920s and 1930s. He was not
accepted as an ofhc. ] ‘Soviet writer’, however, and none of his
works was e 4 between 1933 and 1943. During that time he
made . is g as a translator. Dr Zhivago is Pasternak’s greatest
wo xuT. e government did not allow it to be printed in the
CSSL). but it appeared in Italy in 1957 and won the Nobel Prize
for Licerature in 1958. Because of his problems with the Soviet
government, Pasternak did not accept the prize. Pasternak lived
most of his life in Moscow and died in 1960.



