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Index
Many A little makes a mickle
ABSENCE makes the heart grow fonder
ACCIDENTS will happen (in the best-regulated families)
There is no ACCOUNTING for tastes
ACTIONS speak louder than words
When ADAM delved and Eve span, who was then .....
ADVENTURES are to the adventurous
ADVERSITY makes strange bedfellows
AFTER dinner rest a while, after supper walk a mile
Adam's ALE is the best brew
It takes ALL sorts to make a world
There is measure in ALL things
ALL things are possible with God
ALL comes to him who knows how tewait
Laugh and the world laughs with you; & weep ALONE
Leave well ALONE
Let well ALONE
Live AND learn
To sow the wind AND reap the whirlwind
One law for the rich and ANOTHER for the poor
ANY portin a storm
If ANYTHING can go wrong, it will
An APE’s an ape, avarlet’s a varlet, though they be clad ...
APPEARANCES are deceptive
ADPPETITE comes with eating
An APPLE a day keeps the doctor away
The APPLE never falls far from the tree
A rotten APPLE quickly infects its neighbour
AFRIL showers bring forth May flowers
An ARMY marches on its stomach
ART is long and life is short
ASK no questions and hear no lies
ATTACK is the best form of defence
To throw out the BABY with the bathwater
A BAD excuse is better than none
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BAD money drives out good

BAD news travels fast

A BAD penny always turns up

A BAD workman blames his tools

One BAD apple can spoil the whole barrel
As you BAKE, so shall you brew

Better go BARE-FOOT than in tight shoes
A BARKING dog never bites

BARNABY bright, Barnaby bright, the longestday.and ...

If you would BE well served, serve yourself

BE what you would seem to be

One cannot love and BE wise

What must BE, must be

(To) BE more Catholic than Pop

BEAR and forbear

e that cannot BEAT the ass beats the saddle

One BEAT the bush and another caught the hare
BEAUTY is in the eye of the beholder

BEAUTY is only skin-deep

Life isn't all BEER and skittles

Look BEFORE you leap

We must learn to walk BEFORE we can run

Love BEGETS love

Set a BEGGAR on horseback, and he'll ride to the Devil
BEGGARS can’t be choosers

I have no pretension to BEGIN with

Life BEGINS at forty

BELIEVE nothing of what you hear and only half of ...
A BELLOWING cow soon forgets her calf

All's for the BEST in the best of all possible worlds
Hedaughs BEST who laughs last

The BEST-laid schemes of mice and men gang aft agley
The BEST of friends must part

The BEST of men are but men at best

The BEST things come in small packages

The BEST things in life are free

It is BEST to be on the safe side
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BETTER a dinner of herbs than a stalled ox where hate is
BETTER a good cow than a cow of a good kind

BETTER be an old man’s darling, than a young man'’s slave
BETTER be envied than pitied

BETTER be out of the world than out of the fashion
BETTER be safe than sorry

BETTER late than never

BETTER one house spoiled than two

BETTER the devil you know than the devil you don"tknow
BETTER to wear out than to rust out

BETTER wed over the mixen than over the moor

It is BETTER to be born lucky than rich

Itis BETTER to give than to receive

It is BETTER to travel hopefully than toarrive

"Tis BETTER to have [oved and lost, than never to have ...
The BETTER the day, the better the deed

BIG fish eat little fish

BIG fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite them, ..,
The BIGGER they are, the harder they fall

A BIRD in the hand is worth two in the bush

A BIRD never flew on one wing

BIRDS in their little nests agree

BIRDS of a feather flock together

Little BIRDS that can sing and won't sing must be made ...
There are no BIRDS in last year's nest

The BITTER bit{ten)

The pot calls the kettle BLACK

Two BLACKS don’t make a white

A BLEATING sheep loses a bite

BLESSED is he:who expects nothing, for he shall never ...
BLESSINGS brighten as they take their flight

A nod's as good as a wink to a BLIND horse

Love is BLIND

There’s none so BLIND as those who will not see

When the BLIND lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch
A BLIND man’s wife needs no paint

Ignorance is BLISS
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BL.OOD is thicker than water

BLOOD will have blood

The BLOOD of the martyrs is the seed of the Church
You cannot get BLOOD from a stone

Straws tell which way the wind BLOWS

BLUE are the hills that are far away

It's too late to shut the ..... after the horse has BOLTED
You can’t tell a BOOK by its cover

If you're BORN to be hanged then you’ll never be drowned
BOYS will be boys

Two BOYS are haif a boy, and three boys are no boy at all
BRAG is a good dog, but holdfast is better

None but the BRAVE deserve the fair

BRAVE men lived before Agamemnen

Man cannot live by BREAD alone

Playing involves BREAKING

What's BRED in the bone will come out in the flesh
Like BREEDS like

BREVITY is the soul of wit

As you BREW, so shall you bake

You cannot make BRICKS without straw

Happy is the BRIDE thatsun shines on

It is good to make a BRIDGE of gold to a flying enemy
To cross ohe’s BRIDGES swhen one comes to them
BROOKS of Sheffield

New BROOMS

Lvery BULLET has its billet

A BULLY js always a coward

A BURNT child dreads the fire

The BUSIEST men have the most leisure

BUSINESS before pleasure

Punctuality is the soul of BUSINESS

Slow BUT sure

BUY in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest
You BUY land, you buy stones; you buy meat, you buy ...
Let the BUYER beware

CAESAR's wife must be above suspicion
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After a storm comes a CALM

The CALM before the storm

[t is the last straw that breaks the CAMEL’s back

He who CAN does; he who cannot teaches
CANDLEMAS day, put beans in the clay; put candles ... .
If CANDLEMAS day be sunny and bright, winter will ...
You CANNOT lose what you never had

If the CAP fits, wear it

Where the CARCASE is, there shall the eagles be .
Lucky at CARDS, unlucky in love

CARE killed the cat

To CARRY ceals to Newcastle

The die is CAST

Ne'er CAST a clout till May be out

To CAST pearls before swine

A CAT in gloves catches no mice

A CAT may look at a king

When the CAT’s away, the mice will play

The CAT, the rat, and Lovell the dog, rule all England ..,
The CAT would eat fish, but would not wet her feet
You cannot CATCH cold birds with chaff

Al CATS are grey in the dark

CAVEAT emptor

Nothing is CERTAIN but the unforeseen

A CHAIN is no stronger than its weakest link

A CHANGE is as good as a rest

Don’t CHANGE horses in mid-stream

The leopard deesmnot CHANGE his spots

CHARITY begins at home

It is as CHEAP sitting as standing

CHEATS never prosper

A CHERRY year, a merry year, a plum year, a dumb year
The CHILD is the father of the man

CHILDREN and fools tell the truth

CHILDREN are certain cares, but uncertain comforts
CHILDREN should be seen and not heard

A CHIP of luck is more than a pound worth of wit
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There are more ways of killing a dog than CHOKING it ...
Never CHOOSE your women or your linen by candlelight
The CHURCH is an anvil which has worn out many ...
CIRCUMSTANCES alter cases

CIVILITY costs nothing

CLEANLINESS is next to godliness

CLERGYMEN's sons always turn out badly

From CLOGS to clogs is only three generations

To cut one’s coat according to one’s CLOTH

Every CLOUD has a silver lining

To CLUTCH at straws

Let the COBBLER stick to his last

Every COCK will crow upon his own dunghili

COLD hands, warm heart

COMING events cast their shadows before

A man is known by the COMPANY he keeps

The COMPANY makes the feast

Two is COMPANY, but three is none

COMPARISONS are odius

He that COMPLIES against his will is of his own opinion sill
CONFESS and be hanged

Open CONFESSION is good for the soul

CONSCIENCE makes cowards of us all
CORPORATIONS have neither bodies to be punished ...
COUNCILS of war never fight

Don’t COUNT your chickens before they are hatched
Happy is the COUNTRY which has no history

In the COUNTRY of the blind, the one-eyed man is king
The COURSE of true love never did run smooth

Home is home, as the Devil said ... COURT of Session
Everyone stretches his legs according to the ... COVERLET
Why buy a COW when milk is so cheap?

COWARDS die many times before their death

The COWL. does not make the monk

A CREAKING door hangs longest

Poverty is the mother of CRIME

CROSSES are ladders that lead to heaven
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It is no use CRYING over spilt milk

He that will to CUPAR maun to Cupar

An ounce of prevention is better than a pound of CURE
What can’t be CURED must be endured
Desperate cuts must have desperate CURES
CURSES, like chickens, come home to roost
The CUSTOMER is always right

CUT your coat according to your cloth
Diamond CUT diamond

Don’t CUT off your nose to spite your face
The DAMAGE is done

They that DANCE must pay the fiddler
The DARKEST hour is just before the dawn
Like father, like DAUGHTER

White silver for a dark DAY

DEAD men don’t bite

DEAD men tell no tales

Let the DEAD bury the dead

A DEAF husband and a blind wife arealways a happy ...

The DEAR (only) knows

DEATH is the great leveler

DEATH pays all debts

Appearances are DECEIVING

Between the devil and the DEEP sea

DELAYS are dangereus

After us the DELUGE

DESPERATE diseases must have desperate remedies
The DEVIL can quote Scripture for his own ends

The DEVIL is not so black as he is painted

The DEVIL looks after his own

The DEVIL was sick, the Devil a saint would be; the ...
To talk of the DEVIL

Why should the DEVIL have all the best tunes?
DIAMOND cuts diamond

A man can DIE only once

He who lives by the sword DIES by the sword

I¢'s DIFFERENT as chalk and cheese
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The DIFFICULT is done at once; the impossible takes a ...
DILIGENCE is the mother of good Iuck

Throw DIRT enough, and some will stick

DIRTY water will quench fire

One does not wash one’s DIRTY linen in public

An ounce of DISCRETION is worth a pound of learning
DISCRETION is the better part of valour

DIVIDE and rule

To err is human, to forgive DIVINE

DO as I say, notas I deo

DO as you would be done by

DO right and fear no man

The best DOCTORS are Dr Diet, Dr Quiet, and Dr Merryman
A DOG that will fetch a bone will carty a bone

A live DOG is better than a dead lion

DOGC does not eat dog

Every DOG has his day

Every DOG is allowed one bite

Give a DOC a bad name and hang him

Love me, love my DOG

The DOG returns to its yomit

It's DOGGED as does it

DOGS bark, but thecaravan goes on

What's DONE is done

A DOOR must either be'shut or open

A postern DOOR makes a thief

When in DOUBT, do nowt

My cake is DOUGH

He that is DOWN, down with him

Whosoever DRAWS his sword against the prince must ...
DREAM of a funeral and you hear of a marriage

A DRIPPING June sets all in tune

DRIVE gently over the stones

You can DRIVE out Nature with a pitchfork, but she ..
Continual DROPPING wears away a stone

A DROWNING man will clutch at a straw
DROWNING man is not troubled by rain
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To give the Devil his DUE

Do your DUTY and fear no man

EAGLES don’t catch flies

EARLY to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, ...
The EARLY bird catches the worm

The EARLY man never borrows from the late man
Little pitchers have large EARS

EAST, west, home's best

EASY come, easy go

EASY does it

EAT to live, not live to eat

He that would EAT the fruit must climb the tree
We must EAT a peck of dirt before we die

You cannot EAT your cake and have it

Don’t put all your EGGS in one basket

Every ELM has its man

EMPTY sacks will never stand upright

EMPTY vessels make the most sound

To EMPTY out the baby with the bathwater

He who wills the END, wills the means

The END crowns the work

The END justifies the means

There is no little ENEMY

It's good to strike the serpent’s head with your ENEMY'S...

ENGLAND's difficulty is Ireland’s opportunity
The ENGLISH are a nation of shop-keepers
One ENGLISHMAN can beat three Frenchmen
An ENGLISHMAN's house is his castle

An ENGLISHMAN's word is his bond

A word to the wise is ENOUGH

ENOUGH is as good as a feast

To ERR is human

EVERY land has its own law

EVERY little helps

EVERY man for himself

EVERY man has his price

EVERY man is the architect of his own fortune
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EVERY man to his taste

EVERY man to his trade

In a calm sea, EVERY man is a pilot
EVERYBODY loves a lord

What EVERYBODY says must be true
EVERYBODY’s business is nobody’s business
EVERYTHING has an end

There is a time and place for EVERYTHING
EVIL communications corrupt good manners
EVIL doers are evil dreaders

See no EVIL, hear no evil

Of two EVILS choose the less

EXAMPLE is better than precept

There is an EXCEPTION to every rule

A fair EXCHANGE is no robbery

What can you EXPECT from a pig buta grunt?

An ounce of EXPERIENCE is better thana pound of science

EXPERIENCE is the best teacher
EXTREME remedies for extreme ills
EXTREMES meet

The EYE of a master does more svork than both his hands
What the EYE doesn’t see, the heart doesn’t grieve over

The EYES are the window of the soul

FACT is stranger than fiction

FACTS are stubborn things

FAINT heart never won fair lady

All's FAIR in love and war

FAIR and softly goes far in a day

FAIR play’s a jewel

FAITH will move mountains

To FALL between two stools

FAMILIARITY breeds contempt

The FAMILY that prays together stays together
FAR-FETCHED and dear-bought is good for ladies
The FAT is in the fire

FATE knocks once at every man's door

Like FATHER, like son
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A FAULT confessed is half redressed
Fortune FAVOURS bold
FEAR the Greeks bearing gifts

If in FEBRUARY there be no rain, 'tis neither good for ...

FEED a cold and starve a fever
Little strokes FELL great oaks

The FEMALE of the species is more deadly than the male

You win a FEW, you lose a few

To pay the FIDDLER

FIELDS have eyes, and woods have ears

FIGHT fire with fire

He who FIGHTS and runs away, may live to fight ...
Love will FIND a way

FINDERS keepers

FINE feathers make fine birds

FINE words butter no parsnips

FINGERS were made before forks

Don't have too many irons in the FIRE

To play with FIRE

FIRST catch your hare

FIRST come, first served

FIRST impressions are the most lasting

FIRST things first

Itis the FIRST step that is difficult

The FIRST duty of‘a soldier is obedience

All is FISH that comes to the net

FISH and guests stink after three days

Litile FISH are sweet

The FISH always stinks from the head downwards
There are as good FISH in the sea as ever came out of it
1f you lie down with dogs, you will get up with FLEAS
Pigs might FLY

He that FOLLOWS freits, freits will follow him

A FOOL and his money are soon parted

A FOOL at forty is a fool indeed

A FOOL may give a wise man counsel

A man who is his own lawyer has a FOOL for his client
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FOOLS and bairns should never see half-done work
FOOLS ask questions that wise men cannot answer
FOOLS build houses and wise men live in them

FOOLS for luck

FOOQLS rush in where angels fear to tread
FOREWARNED is forearmed

FORTUNE favours fools

FORTUNE favours the brave

FORTUNE knocks once, at least, at every man’s door
FOUR eyes see more than two

There’s no such thing as a FREE lunch

A FRIEND in need is a friend indeed

Stolen FRUIT is swect

When all FRUIT falls, welcome haws

FULL cup, steady hand

It's ill speaking between a FULL man and a fasting
Long and lazy, little and loud; fat and FULSOME, pretty ...
One FUNERAL makes many

One man's loss is another man's GAIN

What you lose on the swings you GAIN on the roundabouts
Lookers-on see most of the GAME

Perseverance kills the GAME

An old poacher makes.the best GAMEKEEPER

It takes three GENERATIONS to make a gentleman
GENIUS is an infinite capacity for taking pains
GENTLY does it

To GET a quartintoa pint pot

You don'tGET something for nothing

Never look a GIFT horse in the mouth

GIGO

GIVE and take is fair play

GIVE a thing, and take a thing, to wear the Devil’s gold ring
GIVE the Devil his due

He GIVES twice who gives quickly

Those who live in GLASS houses shouldn't throw stones
All that GLITTERS is not gold

Dreams GO by contraries
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GO abroad and you'll hear news of home
Lightly come, lightly GO

Love makes the wolrd GO round

To GO to the wall

GOD helps them that help themselves

GOD made the country, and man made the town
GOD makes the back to the burden

GOD never sends mouths but He sends meat
GOD sends meat, but the Devil sends cooks
GOD tempers the wind to the shorn lamb
Every man for himself, and GOD for us all

Where GOD builds a church, the Devil will build a chapel

You cannot serve GOD and Mammon

GOD’s in his heaven; all's right with the'world

The GODS send nuts to those who have no teeth
Whom the GODS love die young

Whom the GODS would destroy, they first make mad
He that GOES a-borrowing, goes a-sorrowing
When the GOING gets tough; the toughget going
GOLD may be bought too dear

A GOLDEN key can open.any door

Silence is GOLDEN

A GOOD beginning makesa good ending

A GOOD horse cannot be of a bad colour

A GOOD Jack makes a good Jill

A liar ought to have a GOOD memory

GOOD fences make good neighbours

GOOD men are scatce

GOQD seed makes a good crop

GOQOD wine needs no bush

He is a GOOD dog who goes to church

If you can’t be GOOD, be careful

One GOOD turn deserves another

The GOOD is the enemy of the best

The only GOOD enemy is a dead enemy

There’s many a GOOD cock come out of a tattered bag
There's many a GOOD tune played on an old fiddle
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When the GORSE is out of bloom, kissing’s out of fashion
What is GOT over the Devil's back is spent under his belly
To teach one’s GRANDMOTHER

The GRASS is always greener on the other side of the fence
While the GRASS grows, the steed starves

He has one foot in the GRAVE

A GREAT book is a great evil

GREAT minds think alike

GREAT oaks from little acorns grow

There's no GREAT loss without some gain

The GREATER the sinner, the greater the saint

The GREATER the truth, the greater the libel

When GREEK meets Greek, then comes the tug of war

A GREEN Yule makes a fat churchyard

Friends may meet, but mountains never GREET

The GREY mare is the better horse

To GROW in the telling

A CUILTY conscience needs ho accuser

HALF a loaf is better than no bread

HALF the truth is often a whole lie

One HALF of the world does not know how the other ...
The HALF is better than the whole

Do not meet troubles HALE-WAY

Don't HALLOO till you are out of the wood

One HAND for'oneselfiand one for the ship

One HAND washes the other

The HAND that rocks the cradle rules the world
HANDSQME. is as handsome does

HANG a thief when he's young, and he'll no' steal when ...
Little thieves are HANGED, but great ones escape

One might.as well be HANGED for a sheep as a lamb

Do not spoil the ship for a HA'PORTH of tar

Call no man HAPPY till he dies

If you would be HAPPY for a week take a wife; if you ...
HARD cases make bad law

HARD words break no bones

They don't go in HARNESS
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itis a long lane that HAS no turning

HASTE is from the Devil

HASTE makes waste

Marry in HASTE and repent in leisure

More HASTE, less speed

Much would HAVE more

Nothing venture, nothing HAVE

What you HAVE, hold

HAWKS will not pick out hawks' eyes

Make HAY while the sun shines

HE lives long who lives well

A big HEAD has a big ache

Where Macgregor sits is the HEAD of the table
Time HEALS

Listeners never HEAR any good of themselves
If you don't like the HEAT, get out of the kitchen
HEAVEN protects children, sailors, and drunken men
HEAVEN save us from our friends

A lazy sheep thinks its wool HEAVY

HELL hath no fury like a woman scorned
Every HERRING must hang by its own gill

He who HESITATES is lost

Love and a cough cannotbe HID

Those who HIDE can find

The HIGHER the monkey clitnbs the more he shows his tail
Every man for HIMSELF, and the Devil take the hindmost

HISTORY repeats itself

HOME is home though it's never so homely
The fongest way round is the shortest way HOME
HOMER sometinies nods

HONESTY is the best policy

HONEY catches more flies than vinegar
Give HONOUR where honour is due

The post of HONOUR is the post of danger
There is HONOUR among thieves

HOPE deferred makes the heart sick

HOPE for the best and prepare for the worst
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HOPE is a good breakfast but a bad supper
HOPE springs eternal

If it were not for HOPE, the heart would break
While there's life there's HOPE

You can take a HORSE to the water, but you can't make ...

HORSES for courses

A little pot is soon HOT

One HOUR's sleep before midnight is worth two after
When HOUSE and land are gone and spent, then.,
HUNGER drives the wolf out of the wood
HUNGER is the best sauce

A HUNGRY man is an angry man

To run with the hare and HUNT with the hounds
The HUSBAND is always the last to know

An IDLE brain is the Devil's workshop

IDLENESS in the root of all evil

if IFS and ands were pots and pans, there'd be no work ...

IGNORANCE of the law is no excuse for breaking it
[ know nothing except the fact of my IGNORANCE
He that lives in hope dances to an ILL tune

ILL weeds grow apace

It's an TLL brid that fouls its own nest

It's an ILL wind that blews nobody any good

It is ILL sitting at Rome and striving with the Pope
It's ILL waiting for dead men's shoes

IMITATION ts the sincerest form of flattery

IN for a penny,in fora pound

There is luck IN leisure

There IS luck in odd numbers

There IS nothing like leather

Union IS strength

IT is never too late to mend

Every JACK has his Jill

JACK is as good as his master

JAM tomorrow and jam yesterday, but never jam today
If a JOB'S worth doing, it's worth doing well

If you can’t beat them, JOIN them
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JOUK and let the jaw go by

JOVE but laughs at lovers' perjury

One for sorrow, two for JOY

JUDGE not, that ye be not judged

No one should be JUDGE in his own cause

Be JUST before you're generous

JUST what the doctor ordered

KEEP a thing seven years and you'll always find a use for it
KEEP no more cats than will catch mice

KEEP your shop and your shop will keep you

Findings KEEPINGS

Take not a musket to KILL a butterfly

Curiosity KILLED the cat

KILLING no murder

There are more ways of KILLING a dog than hanging it
The KING can do no wrong

KINGS have long arms

Near is my KIRTLE, but nearer is my smock

KISSING goes by favour

Once a KNAUE, and ever a knaue

Fortune never KNOCKS twice at any man's door
KNOW thyself

What you don’'t KNOW ecan't hurt you

You never KNOW what you can do till you try

You should KNOW a man'seven years before you stir his fire
A littte KNOWLEDGE is a dangerous thing
KNOWLEDGE is power

The wearer KNOWS best where the shoe pinches
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