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Preface

Preface

Man is an amalgam of matter and s 2ac. f which has
an effect on the other, Medice’ st “nce 1as proven that
many diseases originate in t. 2 } svche, especially diseases
such as stomach ulcers and a. betes, which are called
“psycho-somatic” (or mir 1-boy) diseases. Consequently,
the approach to. the cus of many of these kinds of
diseases such s U oression and schizophrenia is
psychological aic = than chemical.

Onth. vosi of scientific advances in this field, and building
upo. e earch which clarifies the relationship between the
material and spiritual dimensions of man and their effects
on each other, the science of “character analysis” has been
founded whase objective is to give better direction to
forces within society working on the reform and
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optimization of how people relate to themselves and to
others. '

Of course these objectives must be pursued only after one
has attained to an understanding of the limits of the
individual’s psychological capabilities and talents so as not
to burden him with a responsibility that is mare:thal he
can handle. The reform and optimization of ~ne
capabilities and talents must also be pursued in a simir
vein, so that the proper groundwork is laiv. “r enu wuraging
the doing of that which is right and disr='rag o *e doing
of that which is wrong,.

On the other hand, man can afts .t h,. ruture and can be
affected by the past hy di‘cov ring .he depths of the past,
such as the truths whit. t| =~ Mable Qoran has expressed to
the Prophet & ar provis. 'ns for him in his ministry of
reform. Exam~'es of {.ese teaching stories from the
past are t“e .‘ori . of the Israelites and the great
prophet M ses |, the plots and intrigues of the Jews
against hei vrophets, the difficulties that were faced by
the orops sts Joseph 7 and Jesus —, and s0 on.

T = Qoran differs in its depiction of the past from the
reports which the Jews have in the heavenly books that are
in their possession but whose contents have been
distorted. God the Sublimely Exalted states:
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[11:49] These accounts of something that was
beyond the reach of thy perception We [now]
reveal unto thee, [0 Muhammad: for] neither
thou nor thy people knew them [fully] ere this. Be,
then, [like Noah,] patient in adversity - for, behold,
the future belongs to those who are conscious of
god {and who abide by His will}!

Anyone who is engaged in the struggle for the
establishment of a towhidic' or integral Islamic . ~c.ety ill
feel himself to be in need of a conception of how th wor d
is ultimately to be conceived because he w int< L ensure
that the direction he is taking and th_ actii ns/chat are
taken in that direction are in accoru v th (~ise ultimate
objectives; he wants his bearing *< be based on solid
presuppositions and assu ap ions, not on illusions,
deceptions and distortions of ti. > truth,

At the same time, t 'k ¢ domains of reality which are
bevond the ken « f o, "ary human percepticn {af-ghayb)
and of the p elivi'on of future events and seeing back
into an ¢ herv e inaccessible past is not an empty claim

1 Juihicis tne first principle of the Islamic faith and is usually
translateu as Monotheism ar as the unicity of God. Here it refers
to the unicity of God not just in His capacity as Creator (i.e.
unicity of Creatorship), but also refers to the seamlessness of the
order within creation (including man’s social order) as a carollary
of that act of creation. Thus, towhid here refers to the integrolity
of creation with the soclal order that is intended for that
creation by God: the integral (towhidic) Islamic society.
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with no basis in reality; rather, such supernatural
knowledge has deep historical roots and is a part of the
human experience which mankind has been witness to in
various forms throughout its history.

The subject of supernatural®* knowledge has been a
concern common to all mankind and which religicus <+ d

% The word supernatural is one of the wards which | have usec
to translate the Qoranic word al-ghayb. The fi. t (ura , ¢
“chapter”) of the Qoran after its opening surgop s as Hilows:
[2:2] This divine writ — let there be no doukcac 2t axis
[meant to be] a guidance for all the Gad-cunsciol o 7[2:3] Who
believe in {the existence of] that whico - bey ~ni the reach of
human perception {af-ghayb), an” ai . col. *“atin prayer, and
spend on others out of what We a7 vidr for them as
sustenance... Al-ghoyb  ~fers to a J»~uin of reality {or
knowledge of the world o ‘| “wi=czen”, as it is usually
translated erroneously) that i. heyond the ken of ordinary
human perception, su_h that a third faculty is necessary to
process and com). "eier 1 it, The first faculty is the body, which
comprehends _onsory pata. The second faculty is af-"agl or the
faculty of inte 'ectiu.., which comprehends concepts and
universal 'aw~ ries. The third faculty is the heart, which

corri >re.2n s the reality of this third domain which is referred
25 hy Tod inthe Qoran as al~ghayb'and which is a third domain
o. rea ' that is beyond the ken of ordinary human perception,
< which includes anything from inspiration to its highest
knowledge form which is revelation, and everything in between
(such as knowledge of past and future events, being able to
read the hearts and minds of others, and so on). This is
obviously a special form of knowledge which God grants access
to on a very limited basis to His prophets, imams, and owl/ig
{those who are pure of heart and thus enjoy spiritual proximity
to Him),

4
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non-religicus groups have been preoccupied with in their
own unique ways; and it is a phenomenon whose reality
has not been denied by anyone other than those who
either have questionable political agendas or have beceme
so alienated from their own primordial disposition
(fetra") as to have arrived at a psycho-spiritual state that
enables them to deny this reality.

The Western cultural heritage has also paid attention to
this matter despite its materialist bias and desp. = h1avi 7
distanced itself from the logic of divine revelatior . Thr
prophecies of Nostradamus (1530 — 1556) ar¢ a r.c ninent
case in point,

Nostradamus has prophecied even.<ron  his own time
until the end of time; but the or iohecies that have been
collected in his book have to do v. 'th the events of the 15"
to the 20™ centuries. For . various reasons, these
prophecies have gaine ! win » renown in the West, to the
point that this b ok % s been reprinted 26 times, in
addition to th» oo~ editions which were printed with
distortion. be o~ 'en 1555 and 1643.

The v heces of Nostradamus have come to pass exactly
as predicted, whether they refer to incidents having to do
with individuals or to events that affect society as a whole;
these include historical events in the field of politics,
science, geographical discoveries and intellectual
advancements, including advances in military weaponry,
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the invention of atomic bombs, the use of space for
military purposes, etc.

Nostradamus even provided detailed prophecies
concerning certain  conspiracies, assassinations and
revalutions, the predictions of whith would have been
impaossible for someone who lived during his era; 1-2se
include the French Revolution, the French invas n o€
Russia of 1812, the Siege of Paris, the Battle aof Water. .o
onthe 18" of June 1815, the death of Heri.* he 2 'in 1559,
the death of Sultan $alim the 3™ in 1877 or . ®N#, and the

Napoleonic conquests.

Because of all this, there ha:  be.. no shortage of
commentary on these prap). cies as there was similarly
no dearth of interest ¢ 1 b= narts of the rulers and great
leaders who lived durit. the period covered by the
prophecies. Thesu. rui.rs and great men held the
prophecies.in | ign o 2gard, promulgated them and even
used then for Jropagandistic purposes in their own
interesy .

tLoaample, when hostilities broke ouit inthe war of 1939-
4° and reached their peak, involving the ministries of
information {or war propaganda) of England and Germany,
the prophecies of Nostradamus were used as instruments
of propaganda for and against the warring sides. |t is said
that pilots from the allied forces dropped leaflets with
forged Nostradamus prophecies over the heads of German
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soldiers as a scare tactic and as a way of robbing them of
their hope of victory.

The prophet of Islam used information from “the world of
the unseen”® in exactly the opposite way: when the
Prophet & set out to do battle with the idolaters, he would
give his army the glad tiding that God would help them be
victorious over their enemy, and the Moslem warrior:
would head to battle with the certainty of victory in their
hearts. The Nohle Qoran has affirmed this m.*tr, i=If
promising the certainty of victery in certain instan. 2s:

3 Or of the “occult” if ane can disentangle the negative
connotations of magic wnd s yrcery which are always associated
with the word in Erlish, who' is meant by the phrase “the world
of the unseen” ist = au™ in of knowledge that is usually hidden
from the pewnti'n of ordinary people. Access to this
knowledg<'is L meumes granted by God to those of His
creatures tho o se relative spiritual proximity to Him, such as
proph. ts, oy s7d and owlid or saints. (owsid is the plural of wasi
whio~ is a word which refers to those who are the inheritors,
legatees, executors and successors of prophets through the
ages; the Shita refer to these as Imams). Some of the olamd or
religious scholars wha are adepts are also granted access to this
source of knowledge. On the other hand, access to such
knowledge and powers can also be had by illegitimate means
such as sorcery and magic, which are prohibited by the sacred
law of Islam.
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[48:27] Indeed, God has shown the truth in His
Apostle’s true vision: most certainly shall you
enter the Inviolable House of Worship... 4

By this same token, the religious heritage of Islam
mentions matters relating to the domains of reality which
are beyond the ken of ordinary human percentioi (af-
ghayb), to the occultation of the Twelfth Imam, the ‘ma.~
al-Mahdi (may God hasten the advent of his noble persc ),
and to his reign at the End of Time.

in this heritage, such matters are no lirat. * to social and
military affairs, but encompas. the ‘ate of certain
individuals as well, Nostrraap us ...$ gone one step
beyond this, prophesying th. “ate Jf animals as well. One
of Nostradamus’ frien 's ‘anted to test his occult powers.
He asked Nostradamus a. out the fate of two piglets that
were in his (th= fric nd’s] house. Nostradamus prophesied,
“The black nig, , ou o lleat; and the white one will be eaten
by a wolf.

4 Th \ refe. ance here is to the Treaty of Hodaybiva, which was a
Mvot ! treaty between the Most Noble Prophet &, representing
ti = state of Medina, and the Quraysh tribe of Mecca, in March
6.8 (Dhu’al-Qidda, 6 HQ). It helped to decrease tension between
the tweo cities, affirmed 2 10-year peace, and authorized the
Moslems te return the following year in a pilgrimage to Mecca
in peace. The Moslems had been prevented from making the
pilgrimage and war would have broken out had the Prophet ¥
not negotiated the treaty which allowed them to return and
carry out their pilgrimage to Mecca after a year.
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