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Introduction

Introduction

This book is a presentation of the vic. - ¢ = large and
representative sampling of the opinic * <r 5¢ nni scholarship
about the exalted rank of ele.2n mams .} of the Shi:a in
terms of the breadth of their kno :ledge and their spiritual
station. This overall represe ‘tative view is then used as the
basis for a proof for the rihof i vess of the claim of the Imams
7 for the leadership o1 “% community, This proof is based
on specific ratior. 1 an.temological principles which we shall
explore brie 'y .o toe first chapter of the book. On the hasis
of these  wnft  red epistemaological principles, the nature of
the prohat re torce of this proof is such that it is capable of
being strengthened with the addition of other
supplementary evidence and factors. We therefore bring to
bear some of these factors as evidence in another section of
the book. The application of the rationale provided by this
supplementary evidence has been used extensively in the
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past and has a long history in the annals of apologetics and
dogmatic argumentation (ka/@m), but the primary proof here
presented has not, to the best of my knowledge, been used
before in the history of demonstrations which relate to the
doctrine of the imamate. Thus, it can be said that what is
presented in the essay which is before you is a new proof for
[the rightfulness of the claim to] the imamate ¢f the ‘welve
Imams of the Shisa (unto all of whom be God’s peac 1.



