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Preface

Preface

The reasons for the preeminence of Imam Al | are ot
fimited to the priceless words of the Apostle B fGal «ni to
his efforts to establish Imam Ali’s preemine .cen 0 minds
of the believers. In addition to these effor.- the - are many
revelations {Gyas] which have been rrvea .d su . hat there gre
two scriptural bases in support of *hi. osit on,

An examination of the hadith repo. s corpus’ clearly indicates
Imam Ali’s preeminence ovr th rest of the Companions of
the Prophet &, and *hes. sci tural sources also indicate that
this preeminence .- nut limited to a simple quantitative
difference, but 1ot o differences are gualitative as well In
foct, these _<nipsvial sources indicate that Imam Ali . is the
onfy persen v ho was qualified, on account of his divinely-

! Hodith: a report of a saying or deed of the Prophet, or in Shi‘i
usage, of the Twelve Imams ond Lady Fatema. One of the features
of the present book {and of the Shi'a Doctrinal Series more
generally} is thot relionce is made olmost exclusively on Sonnt
hadith sources (unless otherwise noted).



The Preeminence of tmam Ali

inspired innate attributes, to be vested with the office of the
imamate? ofter the passing of the Prophet ¥ from the
material plane.

Even if we were to ignore imam Ali's . being endowed with
intrinsic knowledge and immaculacy’  (esmd'), o his
preeminence stands out clearly and cannot be denie. In
other words, if we were to judge Imém Ali . on the buis of
the criteria of the School of the Caliphs® (1 inih corsiders
imam Ali | to be just another Companion v nong he other

2 The religio-political teadership of 1 2 co i nity. In the Shi-a
conception of the leadership of *'icon nunity, the functions of
statesmanship, the discovery, il ‘er.rettion and implementation
of the sacred or revea. 1 la v, ai.*e spiritual guidance of the
community is integrated .-+ v led in one person: the {many
whereas in the Soni" concept.un these functions were trifurcated
and vested, resp tivey, in the caliph (and later the suitans), the
fogaha (the isis a cto, ), and the heads of the Sufi orders.
3 Here arain “he 5. o conception of immaculacy differs from that
of our Sy’ crothers in foith. in Shivg islam, immacuiacy is
con. dei i o be an attribute that the Prophet & {and the ImGms
Juar vested with throughout their lives, and it is an attribute
w.ich consists of inerrancy fbeing immune to errors both
intentional and unintentional} as well as sinlessness, whereas most
Senni theorists maintain that esma is a state of inerrancy that the
Praphet hod with respect to his function as bringer of revelation and
nothing meore.
4 Reference to the various sects within SonniIslam, aff of which fell
in iine behind the caliphs ond supported them in their reigns, from
the Omayyads and Abbdsids all the way down to the Ottomans.
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Preface

Companions of the Apostle % of God), Imém Ali . would still
be the most preeminent person® on gccount of his knowledge,
learning and personal ond social attributes.

Thus, we shail proceed to enumerate these attributes in the
pages which follow with the objective of establishing Imam
Ali's " superiority of merit relative to the other Companions
of the Prophet &,

° And thus the most eminently quaiified to lead the community after
the death of the prophet.



