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INTRODUCTION

The twenty-first century has brought a renewed emphasis on fundamentals
in language learning. Mastery of basic grammar is once again seen as a
critical building block of fluency. This workbook, first published almost
thirty years ago, continues to provide the tools that students need to achieve
grammar mastery.

Grammar Essentials, which was formerly published as Graded Exercises in
English, is not designed to replace a regular classroom text. Rather, it is
designed to supplement the text, to offer needed variety to a lesson, or
simply to provide additional drill materials on important points.of grammar
and usage. Students will find it useful for self-study (an ahswis key is
provided at the back) or for further practice on points aboudpvhith they do
not yet feel confident.

All explanatory material has been kept to a minima. T, grammar points
that students need to know are presented in simgle laiiguage, with clear
examples, and students are then asked to com{Mlert cescises that provide
practice in the correct use of those points<Man] of these exercises will seem
simple to a naive speaker but provideate!,challanges to those studying
English as a foreign or second langua e/ Th's book is not designed to test
knowledge. The exercises arynot| desighad’to find out how much a student
knows or does not know. Theit' ipeee is simply to provide practice {lots
of practice!) on basic poin(s of graimar and usage. These are practice
exercises—nothing moga, They frovide an additional means for students to
repeat materials thas,cat)bé' arned only through continuous use. For this
reason, many exerc ses o2 ve been made as simple and clear as possible, and
much direct repativiod has been purposely introduced.

Grammar Lissem=hls is organized in a step-by-step manner, from easier
points 1) ar ler and more complex points. The structure echoes the
standed hequence of an integrated or four-skills course.

This new edition retains its original features—over 100 grammar points
presented, with over 2000 practice opportunities. Each page is tabbed, so
topics can be easily found. New to this edition is a 16-page Quick
Grammar Reference, which provides a fast, easy review of critical grammar
points, including parts of speech, verb tenses, and an extensive list of
irregular verbs.

The editors and publishers of Pearson Longman hope that this book will
continue to provide help and encouragement to students of English, as
Robert J. Dixson intended it to do when he first wrote it almost three
decades ago.
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