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Preface

This book is addressed to professionals and graduate students interested in taking IELTS. It will
also be of interest to language teachers, language planners and all of those aiming to improve the
techniques of test taking. The book will, hopefully, show them that introducing some clues will
ultimately help them pass the tests successfully.

The collection provides invaluable guidance for educators and policy makers who must decide
when to start IELTS teaching. The volume also includes systematic reviews of previous research
and theory on the relationship between individual differences and test taking techniques. It is a
unique addition to the research on real situation testing.

Finally, the authors hope this volume will help language learners vene. * from and apply the
practical techniques in order to pass the tests. Likewise, we hope that this bo. k 15 but the beginning
of a deeper quest into the nature of the test taking,



Introduction

In this modern world English has its own unique position in communication and it is safe to say
that most of the meetings and conversations happen in English. Language proficiency tests such as
TELTS, and TOEFL (New Generations) intend to eval,lllatc the overall or general capability of the
candidates in using a foreign language. To face these,--e)};ams successfully, following the traditional
methods may not lead to the optimal response, due to the complexities and culture-bound trends in
new testing systems. The judgments mostly happen through the listening 2~ 1 speaking sections of
these tests, since in the other parts usually the knowledge about the langua, = 15 measured.

A number of books advertise that they will teach you to speax  uenu v in a short period of time.
While telling you they will teach you to speak, however, th ey « ill wctually teach you to read, to
write, and to memorize grammar rules, but they will larg \ly 1ail to retrain your tongue to speak
even the local language.

Or you may be in an area where there is lit.” ronnal language study available. You may find
a tutor or a small school that will clair ¢o \*acl. you the language. Again, however, the language
instruction will likely do little to rev a3 wr tongue to actually speak that new language.

In either case, you face the sane costacle. On the one hand, there are prestigious institutions
that will expose you to ¢ us=t.* methods and enriched cultural life, but they will fail to provide
the necessary retraining so wnat you can rapidly learn to speak the local language fluently. On the
other hand, there are inadequately prepared schools trying to teach their language courses without
understanding what learning to speak a second language entails. So, we are not going to repeat this
issue again in this book to lecture the learner, and you should remember everyone is able to make
progress.

To satisfy this vital need, the present work has been prepared as a comprehensive guide for
the Iranian IELTS candidates to be aware of the types of questions they may get exposed to in the
coming interview. Meanwhile, the guide includes various practical strategies to raise the

candidates' situational self esteem which is a decisive and crucial element to facilitate the



examination path. Its primary purpose, however, is to show you how to retrain your mind - and
your tongue - in order to acquire a new language.

In this book you will find an Audio CD, as well, including the voices of whole sample
interviews, while most of the available books present the sample interviews just in written form.,

While you are listening, try the following:

Before listening:
1. Look at the title of the passage and any pictures.
2. Ask yourself questions: What do you know about this topic? Whai do ; ~u think this passage

will be about? What information do you hope this passage will tell you*

While listening:

1. Focus your attention on what is being said.
2. Listen for the main idea.

3. Listen for the key words and ideas.

4. Relate what you hear to what you aliu~dy know.

After listening:

1. Ask yourself:
a) Did the passage macch my guesses? |
b) What did I learn from this passagel‘? 'I |
¢) Summarize the main idea of this p.s‘tssage in I-2 sentences.

2. Write down any new words you feel are important.

In IELTS scoring system the developments happen gradually; therefore, the candidates shouldn't
expect too much, i.e., mastery over the speaking ability does not happen overnight, although

practice makes perfect in this regard.



Although the authors have tried their best to present a perfect manual, for sure there are some
shortcomings. The authors eamestly expect the dear colleagues or experts in this field to send
their constructive suggestions to: pmosalla@yahoo.com or ahmad.maleki@gmail.com in order to
improve the next print.

And the final word, move beyond a motivation that simply desires to pass a test; but to one that

views language as a key that unlocks opportunities. "

Bon chance
Parviz Mos Uanejad
Ahmad Maleki

L *ot2 nber 2011



