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rreiace

The word “vocabulary” came to English in the 16th century. It came from
the Latin word vocabulum. Vocabulary is the body of words that make up a
language. Obviously, the ‘importance of vocabulary in reading
comprehension cannot be over'a}'tated. Without a good working knowledge of
words and their meanings, both written and verbal communication will be
muddied or poorly understood.

Broadly defined, vocabulary is knowledge of words and word meanings.
However, vocabulary is more complex than this definition suggests. First,
words come in two forms: oral and print. Oral vocabulary includes those
words that we recognize and use in listening and speaking. Prin” vocabulary
includes those words that we recognize and use in reading .nd writing.
Second, word knowledge also comes in two modes, . -eptive and
productive. Receptive vocabulary includes words thr. + = re~ognize when -
we hear or see them. Productive vocabulary incluc s we rds that we use
when we speak or write. Receptive vocabuli ry . tvpically larger than
productive vocabulary, and may include m. 1y v orlis to which we assign
some meaning, even if we don’t know th.ir ":ll '<finitions and connotations
— or ever use them ourselves as we sprak ~ad » /rite.

Adding further complexity, in educav.~n, the word vocabulary is used with
varying meanings. For exampl  fo! beginning reading teachers, the word
might be synonymous with * r1g: vocabulary,” by which they mean a set of
the most common wards in C.glish that young students need te be able to
recognize quickly.as \hey  se them in print. However, for teachers of upper
clementary and s cond ay school students, vocabulary usually means the
“hard” words ‘ha. ‘udents encounter in content areas, texts and literature
selections.

Students with poor reading comprehension skills either lack the vocabulary
or the word recognition skills to make sense of the material. Students with
poor reading comprehension don’t tend to read very often, which causes
them to miss out on learning new words. Since most classes have some form
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of written study sheets, articles, or textbooks, a limited vocabulary can
affect many of their grades.

Communication is enhanced by knowing more words. They don’t have to be
big words, but the meanings should convey what the person is trying to say.
When people cannot communicate clearly and accurately, giving
instructions or understanding them may be difficult. Mistakes can be made,
costing time, effort, and money in both school settings and the workplace.

Of the many compelling reasons for providing students with instruction to
build vocabulary, none is more important than the ~ont.bution of
vocabulary knowledge to reading comprehension. Indeed, of. 01 *he most
enduring findings in reading research is the extent to whici. students’
vocabulary knowledge relates to their reading (mpr hension. Most
recently, the National Reading Panel (2000) concl:4ad ‘“a¢ comprehension
development cannot be understood without a criti_a'‘ex.-aination of the role
played by vocabulary knowledge. Given that stv den..* success in school and
beyond depends in great measure w'on- thew ability to read with
comprehension, there is an urgency (o 1 aviling instruction that equips
students with the skills and strateg.» “..osessary for lifelong vocabulary
development,

The present book consizie. 0. thurty units, each of which includes ten
" vocabulary items freqoen'y ovcurred in GRE (Graduate Record Exam)
tests. Each word “alcag with its derivatives, is introduced by the
pronunciation, =fii.'tion, and examples. Every six-unit is followed by a
review secticn. the cader can find the answers in the “Key” section and
also take advantag. of the affixes provided in the appendix.
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