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Horse

Of thee I sing, thou wonder of a horse!
Thy saddle of gold and thy blanket scarlet
Mounting on thee, soft winds caress me
Kings praise thy serpent-flowing mane
Long and slender thy neck

Perfect is thy back

Finer art thou than sweetest maidens

As swift hares thou art ready to fly

Thy ﬂiéht takes thee foremost of all

Thy back straight and thy shoulders proud
The likeliness of Rostam’s/steed

Nigh and far are same to thee

Now in the skies

Now on the plains

Companions of heroes

And it seemeth to me

The horse is the king of heavenly beasts

Mataji



Preface

And the Horse is yet another of Iran’s divers attributes.
With this book Ali Golshan has done a good job in
introducing the Turkmen Horse to us. In spite of the age-
long presence of this horse in Iran, except in Onsor Ol-
Ma’ali’s Ghabus Name from the twelfth century, there are
not many books and writings that deal with it., Among
those few, Pur Davuds is praiseworthy.
With the introduction of the Turkmen Horse, this booklet,
as the author himself admits, takes a small step towards
and along with worthy works like that of Pur Davud. A
description of the role of horses among Iranians and in
their culture can prove valuable, as good resources are
hardly available to the average reader.

Old Iranians had mingled the horse to such an extent
with their religious beliefs and their daily life that many
different aspects and forms of their culture are presented
by the horse. Throughout the Awesta and the Pahlavi
literature, the achamenian stonereliefs, from long
forgotten creation myths to the still much remembered tale
of Siavash and Shabdiz, everywhere the horse appears.

The enchanted band between the Indo-Iranian people
and the horse stretehes far beyond the borders of history.
Doubtlessly the Iraman culture has been greatly
influenced by this. In the Awesta Zarathusthra asks Ahura
Mazda for strength of limb, keen car and eye and health as
he has bestowed on the horse, as even in the darkest hour
of night with rain and hail falling, a horse can see a single
strand of mane hair on the ground.

Even if the names of Zarathustra’s ancestors are not
historically proven names, it is interesting that the Iranian
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word for horse - asb - appears in many of them, As for

example puroshasb, the name of Zarathustra’s father,
meaning “Possessing many horses”, he drove a quadriga.
As Zarathustra set off on the Path of Trial with his father,
on the way he gave water to the horses. Doing so he knew
that in order to cultivate his mind, he had to give them
water lest his goal could be achieved.
Bahram, the God of Victory, who manifested on
Zarathustra seven times in various animals shapes on the
third time showed himself as a white horse with golden
ears and bridles of woven gold and braveness was on his
brow.

The legend of Zarathustra’s miracle and king
Goshtasb’s profession to  Zoroastrianism shows the
importance of the horse to Iranians: a black horse, the
king’s favorite, was numb on all limbs and Goshtasb,
seeing his veterinaries desperate, had no choice but to
agree on Zarathustra’s conditions, who was in prison
because. of an_intrigue of his opponents. Zarathustra
promised to heal the horse if Goshtash would release him
from prison and profess Zoroastrianism, prince Esfandiar,
thevheir, would support the religion, Hutos the queen
would also profess and the intrigners would be publicly
punished. Upon this, Zarathustra healed the horse by
praying to Ahura Mazda. The happy king, his wife and
sof turm so to Ahura Mazda. Thus the healing of the horse
causes the boundless support of the king for Zarathustra
and the growth of Zoroastrianism. In the Gathas
Zarathustra himself asks Ahura Mazda for the ten mares
which along with their stallions had been promised to him.

The horse is a strong and important element in the
literature of the Islamic period which has a connection to



old Iran, like Firdausi’s Shahname. In Zoroastrian
literature Tahmureth the monster slayer turned Ahriman,
Ahura Mazda’s opponent, into a horse and rode him for
thirty years and traveled to earth’s both ends. In Bal’ami’s
History Tahmureth is the inventor of bridles and saddle.
Zarir and Samand his black horse with iron hooves,
Shabdiz, Rakhsh and the black horse on which Siavash
rode through the fire to show his innonence which are all
inseparable of old Iraman literature show the place of the
horse in Iranian culture,

In the newer Awesta Mithra one of old Iran’s greatest
gods is the possessor of wide plains ‘and swift horses.
Mithra’s golden-wheeled chariot is drawn by four pure-
white immortal horses which graze on the celestial
pastures of paradise. Their front hooves are golden and the
hind hooves of silver. When Mithra the god of oath, called
the Sunhorse, chases the oath breakers, their horses shy
and refuse to move.

It is iriteresting that the god Sorush also drives a chariot
drawn by four white horses. They stand in paradise,
shining, unstained @and casting no shadow. Their hooves
are golden, swifter than all other horses are they and faster
than the winds, fasterthan keen winged birds and faster
than a loosed arrow. Whomever they chase they catch and
none who chases them will ever catch them, from the
farthest east to.western lands, should they chase someone
they shall geton him and take him down.

In Avesta Whenever there is speech of bravery and
fight the horse is not forgotten. The horse is the symbol of
victory. The horse is victory and the Iranians owe it many
won battles. It is the role of the horse in protecting their
homelands that made the Iranians lend the general name
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for military, sepah, from the name of the horse, asp, and
call the leader of military forces espahbod.

The idea of a horse’s curse on its rider shows how
much the old Tranians believed in the victorious nature of
the animal. The horse curses the rider who tries not his
best to make his horse show its strengths and competences
in race and battle.

It is not far stretched to assume that the riders” prayer
for their and their horse’s health and strength before
battles is connected with this ‘curse. After Goshtasb
professes Zoroastrianism a religious war breaks out
between the believing Iranians and the heathen Turanians,
and in this war Zarir, Goshtasb’s brother, who bravely
fought on horseback for the new religion sacrificed a
hundred horses, doubtlessly praying as he did so.

In the ncwer Awesta Ahura Mazda creates a horse from
each wind, rain, clouds and hail for Nahid, the goddess of

; water, so that rain, snow, dew and hail always falls from
them. On an earthenware drinking vessel from the ninth or
tenth century BC of Tepe Sialk is the picture of a man
riding a winged horse, and he is flying to the other world.
It could be that the painter emphasized the connection of
the horse and water and Tishtar, the old goddess of water,
by painting a horsc on a drinking-cup. Another horse
shaped vase from the eight century BC of Amlash could
also suggest the connection between the horse and water
in Old Iranian culture. Two horse shaped goblets with
striking similarity have been found two thousand
kilometers apart from each other, one in Maku and the
other in Shush. The similarity of the saddles and harness
ornaments of the two goblets provides for many insights in
artistic and ritual traditions.



The Massagetes, which will be talked about in this
book, adorned their horses” harnesses with gold and
sacrificed horses for their god, the Sun, as they believed
that for the loftiest among the gods only the swiftest
among animals would be worthy as an offering. The
Massagetes were very close to the Irantans in their belief
that the horse represents the sun.

Among the items found at Ziwiye, a Scythian. site
lying forty kilometers east to Saqqez, was a well
preserved saddle and harness of a horse from the seventh
century BC. Eleven bells were found in another grave
. which show that at least ¢leven horses were burted there.
Galloping horses are engraved on many plates belonging
to saddling. A bridle has been found here too. The parts of
it which lay on the cheeks of the horse are decorated with
boar tusks and bone carvings. This kind of decoration has
its roots in Scythian art. Perhaps one of the best places
where we find evidence of the importance of the horse in
those times is the grave of a mighty Scythian king. After
his death the King, along with his horses and some of his
material possessions was“laid in a burial chamber, the
next chamber contained one of his wives, his
chambermaid, cook and personal servants and his herald
whom all had been killed in order to keep him from
passing to the otherworld alone.

We have many examples of different cultures, which
buried men and their horses together at hand. Many times
though this graves or tombs contain saddling and other
devices of riding. Archeological diggings in Luristan
brought stirrups and small figurines of horses, single ones
and in pairs which where bound to small chariots, to light
which provide for an in-depth view of the religious rituals

13
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and folkloric beliefs of the eight and seventh century BC.
In this culture the horse is a valuable help for the dead to
pass to the other world. The people of Luristan though did
not bury their dead with horses. Perhaps it was
economical reasons that insured the safety of horses in
this part of the Iranian plateau after their owners’ death.
So instead of the horse some more affordable things like
stirrups of bronze were put aside the corpse. In the case of
the stirrup, it was laid underneath the head of the deceased
which is why tomb raiders and farmers who found them
called them zir-sari, meaning head cushion, and this name
has now found a wide acceptance for all stirrups found in
graves. These stirups lead the dead to the hereafter
without a horse! Analysis of many of the zir-saris
revealed that most of them had never been used for riding
an it seems that they were only produced as an accessory
for burial. The role of the zir-saris is tightly interwoven
with religion, epics and folklore. Many of the found
horses have wings on them, which probably were meant
to make the journey after death faster.

In the Achamenid period the horse is so much
entangled with Iranian art and culture that it almost seems
to be a ritualistic sign. In many of their stone relieves the
Achamenid Kings celebrate themselves to rule a land
which possesses good horses. The tale of how Darius
attained might and ruler ship as Herodotus tells it, even if
it is nothing but legend and myth, shows how high a
status the horse had in Old Iranian culture. The seven men
who assassinate Gaumata the Magus, the probable
occupant of the Persian throne decide that the horse of
whoever of them would neigh first in the morning of such
and such day should become king. It turned to be the



horse of Darius and he eventually became the king of the
land with good horse. It is interesting that one of the
Kings of Urartu also won his crown with the help of
horses and the driver of his chariot.

The two stone sarcophaguses from Xantos and Sidon
Sida, from Achamenid times show clear and rather
theatrical scenes of the need of the dead souls for help
from horses to go to the Hereafter. On the sarcophagus of
Xantos the image of an Iranian sitting in a chariot drawn
by a horse and led by an esquire with another horse on
halter is engraved around 470 years BC. The other
sarcophagus belonged to a satrap from the middle of the
fourth century BC. The satrap is placed.in the middle of
the scene and he is remembering one of the hunts he went
to in his past life. Here it seems that the esquire has halted
the horse. The ritualistic presence of the holy deemed
horse in the vanguard of Iranian armies also shows the
horse’s role and rank in Iran. Herodotus writes that
Xerxes led his armies in an eight-horsed roofed chariot
that drove behind a group of ten holy horses from Nisa.
These Nisaean horses werenichly decorated and adorned.
The holy fire in a golden vessel followed, and then
singing magi followed by 365 young men clad in purple,
representing the 365 days of a year marched. Behind them
came Ahura Mazdas chariot with eight white horses and
at last a stout white horse, called the sun horse and led by
men in white robes rode.

From the times of Kambyses magi were responsible
for guarding Cyrus’ tomb, they received one sheep and
some wheat flour from the king cach day, and they
sacrificed a horse for Cyrus each month. Many horse
statues have been found which were used as gifis to
temples or were talismans or luck bringers, decorated
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homes and houses and served as feet for furniture.

The horse had a special place among lady’s trinkets. A
good and precious example is a head band in form of two
horses on the temples and a saddle.

It was only on a horse’s back ‘where the Parthian
people found themselves. The Parthian pcople always sat
on horscs, rode to war on them, went to parties, mingled
in society on horscs and lived their private life on them,
they did trade and business.on horses and they even spoke
with each other on horses. The lands of Media had some
advantages over other tands for its people and horses and
the Median horse was one of the best horses of Asia,
Therefore the royal stables and horse breeding center lay
there.

Gudarz, the Parthian King, while sacnificing for local
gods declared Bahiram as the king of gods. Bahram is said
to periodically appear in the dreams of priests and orders
them to prepare some horses for hunting and frec them
near his temple. The horses would disappear into the
woods with quivers full of arrows and at night, come back
with empty guivers. Again Bahram would appear in their
dreams and show them the corpses of monsters and devils
lying on the way of the horses.

With the fall of Ardavan the fifth by the spear of
Xerxes, shown in the victory relief of Firouzabad, the
horse culture is also faced with a change. From now on
the horse is the sign victory and has a worldly and almost
theatrical role for showing ones prowess and might. In
daily life it is just a mean to trivial pursuits and in art it is
a mere aesthetical beauty for decorations. So, the more
the horse looses its cultural aspect in daily life 1t starts to
contribute to civilization.



Tn Iran aswari, horse riding, used to mean nobility,
greatness and bravery, The chevaliers of Europe continued
this tradition, brought home by the crusaders. The plural
name aswara found its way into Arabic language and
culture with the same meaning.

I hope that Ali Golshan should never grow tired of this
beautiful work he has begun and I am sure that many
readers will stand up and help him.

Dr, ParvizRadjabi
Spring 2005



Note

Ali Golshan should be congratulated for putting
together this book on the Turkoman horse in Iran. Not
only 1s 1t well written, but it is also factually correct and
beauttfully illustrated with photographs. It is a pleasure to
read such an informative introduction to this unique horse
— one of the major foundations of the Oriental horse and
now in danger of extinction. This book i§ an important
contribution to our understanding of a partnership that has
endured for 5000 years.

Louise Firouz
Ghara Tepe Sheikh
Spring 2005



Foreword

Iran is a country that has always been famous for
purebred horses, and Iranians have had close relations
with these animals from ancient times. It can be seeft from
a brief look at the history of this land that the presence of
this animal has been very beneficial throughout the ages
from the times of the Aryan immigrants to the times when
the Achaemenian chariots were being pulled by them.
Even today, with the daily advancement of technology
and urbanization, there are still remote and niral places
where the villagers' lives continue to depend on the horse.

Today there are traces of pedigree and full-blood horses
still visible in all parts of Iran. The presentation, protection
and revival of these invaluable horses are an undeniable
necessity. The objective behind ' thispublication is to
introduce and identify these representatives of Iran's national
heritage as far as possible.

Here I would like to give special thanks to Mrs. Louise
Firouz, Mr. Lev Tamp and his wife Margret Hutteman,
Dr. Parviz Rajabi for their help and support in getting this
book together, and especially Sir Terence Clark who gave
me a great deal of guidance and help in editing the
material.

I'would aiso like to extend my appreciation to:
Mr.Abbas Jafari, Mahmud Ata-Gozli, Maziar Jamshid-
khani, Mohammad-amin Gharanjik, Arash Guitoo,
Fariborz Heydari, Reza Ebrahimi-nejad, Dr.Fereydoun
Fazaeli-nejad, Abdollah Bahrami, Mehdi Yavari, Ali
Seyfi, Soheil Yousef-Nia, Hadi Karbasi, Ali Iman-khani,
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Safa-ali Borumand, Shahrokh Moghadam, Davod

Bahrami and Kamran Mazhari.

Ali Golshan
Spring 2005



