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A Few Tips for Teaching $ongs

e Before you can teach a song, you must know it. Listen tosit over and over until
you can sing the song spontaneously. Study the song and t'ecile what message the
words convey. Look for key words and words that rhi:me, as'well as for words that
the children may not understand or may not know i 2w o pronounce. Practice the
song over and over until you know it well.

e Before actually singing the song together, ask,guestions. Children should know the
song’s meaning and also the significance \fanfamiliar words. For example, what?
where? who? when? why? State tho ¢ vestions in such a way that children can
discover the answer as you sing tk2 song.

e Children learn to sing a song by »auring it sung and by singing it themselves. When
you are teaching a song to chilaich, provide several opportunities for them to hear
the song before they evertry: te sing it. This can be done by either the teacher singing
the song for the stude s ur by listening to a recording of it. You can often tell students
are ready to learn the <ong if they mouth the words or try to sing along while listening
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e Capture the children’s attention with an object, a picture, a scripture, or simply a

whisper. . &1

e Sing the song one phrase at a time, asking the children to er you each
time. Point to the class each time it is their turn. Be sur%% out loud when
the class is singing, otherwise the students tend to try to li the teacher rather
than singing themselves, and sing only half heart )@

¢ Repeat this process doubling up the phrases.

e Sing the complete song and ask class to rejyeGtyit all - teacher mouthing the
words, but not singing out loud to suppo

e Have children illustrate various rase of the song.

e Finally allow class to sing alone upport.

o If you want students know er you can use simple pictures that illustrate
parts of the song.

l ¢ You can teach your stu

motions that go along with simple songs, or you can

“have them play a simp e that teaches the song.



