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INTROdUCTION

After passing a vast plain, in the northernmost part of which, Rahmat
Mountain is located, Hussain Kuh (Hussain Mountain) is situated with
about four kilometers distance to Persepolis. In the southern part of
Hussian Kuh, the wall of a mountain is normally shown as ag i
natural landmark in Marvdasht Plain.

Achaemenians and Sassanids have left valuable mon
comprising very important messages for the futuge gegmgation o
right side of this Elamites monument. These valt
remains contain glorious sculptures and royal tomb
and also there are inscriptions from Islamic yferi
continuation of this area during this
attributed to Jamshid and Kianid Kings a
and Vi('.‘tOI’iEb of Iranian mythological . P
since these stonemasonries show t
enemies, such sculptures were
place as Nagsh-e Rostam.

Foreign researchers, Sp
Polis”, which means the

¢SC remains were
e fame of battles
cularly Rostam-e Zal,
ry Of Iranian heroes over the

ostam-e Zal and called this

ted

that Nagsh-e Rostam was not only used
and feasts, but this area should be known as a

in collaboration with Safiran Publication. In this book, not only the
trustworthiness to the author”’s text has been considered, new editing
with new pictures, Nagsh-e Rostam Universal Organizing Plan have been
printed, in case of execution of this plan, enterring into this valuable
and ancient area will be on its original track, which will be based on the
historical understanding and change of this complex.

Mohammad Hassan Talebian
Winter, 2014 Persepolis



Preface

The monuments which will be described in this book are the evidences
of the reports and rites of our ancestors during two glorious historical
periods, the Achaemenian period, which began from the times of Gyrus
the Great success in 559 B.C. and ended by the pillage ofPAlefinder
in 330 B. C. and the other is the Sassanid Period which stdgte
Ardeshir Papakan rise and his dominance on Parthians in 224 A. Dyand
terminated by Arabs invasion into Iran and captur (
Throne in 650 A. D.. The ancient Iranians preservea
and respected them in a particular manner tha
respected during 1200 years of their prosperi i -y, testored them
continusely. Their message and goal and usag
they have described were common amo
of such events were known and distin g Iranians as sacreds.
The glorious period was termi

and the characters of real
nts and their life evidences,
and thilr reality, goal and use were forgot
o legend and their spiritual and holiness

rites and thoughts were hur
from memoirs and tendad i
became dejected. After as ]
a refuge of rooks, Krchgny caravans and apparently, bandits and the
sculptures were dus was in such a manner that riflemen settled

ing these monuments. These cultural monuments
2 d by everybody that it was very difficult to revive and
recognizdtiem.

Eventually, the time of awareness about national and cultural heritage
of Iran began and the ancient culture of this homeland was reknown and
various Iran heritages were recognized and restored continuously with
new spirituality and holiness. They have been preserved and the art and
elegance of such heritages became pleasant and attractive and caused
praise to this extend that Persepolis, Nagsh-e Rostam, Pasargadae, Bistun
and Firoozabad and other cultural and historical sites of our ancestors
have found their ancient glory. They have found holiness with antiquity



peace and glory essence.

The eager hearts with homeland, culture and national arts love
supported them and have begun preserving, recognizing and introducing
them.

This book should be considered as the following of “Pictorial
Description of Persepolis” printed in 1976, since the description is
derived from the same source (Achaemenian) Tombs™ and will describe
the history of Achaemenian Parse and Estakhr cities until the mid of
Sassanid period,

The same method of “combination of study with simple writing was
used as the previous works. The goal was to avoid to refer to undeium cary
text and based upon quess and irreasonable theory and use all 2 1d oad
new resources with discussion on new points, but, nevertheless, ora nary
reader will be able to find out the subject and does rot Foaser by long
speech and difficule discussion. Colored pictures, 1 wes a d ablets
are added in this book for learning simplicity of ar=baed wicll, art and
historical difficult texts and provide enough and fiesiva le lcarning from
these monuments for visitors. It is to note “iat ¢l e busis of any study
about Nagsh-e Rostam and Nagsh-¢ Rajab shou. 1. utaoubtedly, be upon
scientific and valuable researches of Priess: ¢ Erucn F Schmidt as this
study is so, and it is admissible to send ~aise’ o that Iran lover, gmart,
honest and active and dedicate’v 2 p zsent wiok to him.

Professor P. Calmeyer, Profes. s oo Boyee and Professor G, Tilia
have represented many usefu' ideas ar. ! references about various subjects
in this book and the writer is inde! red to them. Also, the writer would
like to appreciate his wife "¢ius: Christensen- Shahbazi and his venerable
friecnd Mr. Javad Anj . fo. his very kind cooperation.

Alireza Shapur Shahbazi
Persepolis 1978



