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PREFACE

Idiomatic expressions have long played an important role in the English
language. In fact, the use of idioms is so widespread that understanding these
expressions ts essential to successful communication, whether in listening,
speaking, reading, or writing, The student may learn grai.ma: and, with
time, acquire adequate vocabulary, but without a working know: Age ~f such
idioms as above ail to get along, on the whole, to look 1n, and s, on, even
the best speech will remain awkward and ordinary.

Teachers of English have long recognized ‘las idic watic EXpressions
add grace and exactness to the language. The aier’ teadner will make their
study an integral part of the teaching procots. Cien so, learning such
eXpressions is never an easy task for the <.ude it learning English as a second
or foreign language. Atternpts to tranclal. ter Aly from the student's native
tongue usually lead to roundabow x| ressions of meaning and, more often,
to confusion.

For this reason, the idi~ms, ohrasal verbs, and collocations included in
this book have been sel~ctew beu Juse they are, for the most part, basic to
good English-and the ook, called, appropriately, Essential Idioms in
English. Students a.= o burdened with a discussion of the origins of
idioms, nor is th re tn ttempt to define the exact nature of an idiom except
to point out €w* a. a phrase it has a meaning different from the meanings of
its individi:! p.rts. (This essential characteristic is one reason why it is often
difficult to trans.ate an idiom from one language to another without incurring
some change in meaning or usage.)

Our hope is that experienced ESL and EFL teachers will agree, for the
most part, with the selection of idioms in this text. This edition has been
updated to include current idioms, and older usages have been dropped. But
every selection, no matter how careful, is, necessarily arbitrary, because the
range is so great. Our intent is to provide a useful learning and reference tool
for students who want to speak appropriate, cbntemporary English.
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This new edition of a classic text retains its original three—section
format: Beginning (Lessons 1-13), Intermediate (Lessons 14-27), and Advanced
{Lessons 28-39). New idioms have of course been included, and outdated
idioms have been removed throughout, Lessons in all sections review and
build upon idioms introduced in earlier lessons. In some cases, notes that
explain special usage or meaning are provided after the definitions. and
related idiomatic forms are listed. The wide assortment of exercises provides
variety in the activitics from one section to another.

Lssential Idioms has always included two-word, or phrasal, verbs in the
general category of idioms. A plvasal verb is one whose meaning is altered
by the addition of a particle (a preposition used with a verb t° form an
idiomatic expression.) To look for example, may become to foc. up or to
fook over, each having its own special meaning. When a phrasal ert, can be
separated by a noun or pronoun, the symbol (S) for sepa=ble is inserted in
the definition. Sentences illustrating both separable a. - non. parable forms
are included in the examples.

In this edition, students will also find <wita/aticns included in each
section. Collocations are words that tend to be wseu together, not based on
tules of grammar, but rather based on tri ditiunal patterns of usage by native
speakers. Collocations can occur.in 2 mu ber of different patterns. Among
the most common are adjective 0 = shining siar, heavy breathing),
verb + noun (take a bus, deliver a baby, and verb + adverb (filly document).
The addition of collocations rcflect’ the growing intcrest in these unique
word patterns in second langd age  tudy.

Overall, this <lasiic wxt continues to provide an outstanding,
comprehensive infrod. ctice to idiomatic English for learners at all levels.
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