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Preface

The ability to read in English is an essential skill :vhiza
English as a foreign or second language (EFL/ESL) leari.>rs
attempt to master as they improve their commard of the
language. Through a broad categorization, Engi. 1 lan, uage
teaching {ELT) professionals classify reading, < -tiv. s into
two groups: the first group comprises Crtivit'es anich help
enhance the very skill of reading; the ~~co. 4 group, in turn,
features activities which, either " mylic'tly or explicitly,
employ the skill of reading tc de 'elop wcher language skills
~or components. Whereas the la er group of activities are
widely known as reinforcen. 2nt reading, the former group is
referred to as reading for res: ing.

Examples of ren fore- nent reading activities include
grammar-oriented . Lo sciousness-raising  tasks, vocabulary-
focused conpret ansion  exercises,  reading-mediated
pronunciaticn o spelling enhancement exercises, speaking- or
listening-rewc* °d tasks, and writing-oriented consciousness-
raising tasks. On the other hand, activities constituting reading
for reading, as the title suggests, encompass those exercises or
tasks which aim at developing fluency and accuracy in reading,
as well as those which better the ability to read for gist; the
ability to read for specific information; the ability to locate
details in a passage; and the ability to make inferences relying
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on the information given in a written text.

The majority of reading books available on the market
incorporate inauthentic passages, that is, texts written for
pedagogic purposes, and as such they do not exploit the
great potential of literary texts for language learning
purposes. Moreover, the majority of these books 4o not
expose language learners to what they may encouter in
real-life situations. Further, of the reading books aut. ared to
date, only a marginal minority pay graatteation to
enhancing both reading subskills and langL ge ¢ )mponents.
Joy Reading: Reach is, unlike most ot’ier . noks of its kind, a
rich reader of famous stories 2.-om ar.ed by follow-up
exercises of various types. In“autitin= to these exercises,
each story is preceded by ash > ¢, ir triguing biography of its
author which helps furth .r " antextualize the passage.

Joy Reading: Reach is a unilection of ten authentic short
stories, most of »hicy ar: crafted by the world’s leading
fiction writers ¢nd 1ov.lists. Preceded by a brief biography
of its writer/no ‘elist and two warm-up activities, each story
is an ergagl g rnarrative that is specifically appropriate for
EFL/FSL i»arncrs studying English at the upper-intermediate
oradvanc.d levels of language proficiency. To guarantee full
unders.anding of the narratives, leaners can do the exercises
which follow the stories. These exercises primarily focus on
reading comprehension and vocabulary development. They
also give language learners the opportunity to discuss a
number of questions directly related to the theme of the
narrative they have read. Additionally, learners get a chance
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of reflecting on several aspects of the narrative at hand, as
well as on the areas in which they have improved their
language-related knowledge and ability. Given its rich
content, this bhook is suitable for use in all ELT classrooms.
However, as the book adopts a flexible approach to reading,
it also serves the language learning purposes of those
learners who wish to enhance their command of Enslis.
through seif-study.
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