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Preface

The ability to read in English is an essential skill ‘whic.
English as a foreign or second language (EFL/ESL) learne s
attempt to master as they improve their commsiid of the
language. Through a broad categorization, Englis.  lang Jage
teaching (ELT) professionals classify reading »_iivit.es into
two groups: the first group comprises ¢ *tivit s which help
enhance the very skill of reading; the 3¢ on.! sroup, in turn,
features activities which, either ~plic'tly or explicitly,
employ the skill of reading to 'e\ alnp other language skills
or components. Whereas the lat.»r group of activities are
widely known as reinforrems nt 1Lading, the former group is
referred to as reading for eau.ng.

Examples of rein‘orce.nent reading activities include
grammar-oriented ' coi. .ciousness-raising tasks, vocabulary-
focused  conoredinsion  exercises, reading-mediated
pronunciaticn v spelling enhancement exercises, speaking-
or listening-rc ated tasks, and writing-oriented consciousness-
raising tasks. On the other hand, activities constituting
reading for reading, as the title suggests, encompass those
exercises or tasks which aim at developing fluency and
accuracy in reading, as well as those which better the ability
to read for gist; the ability to read for specific information; the
ability to locate details in a passage; and the ability to make
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inferences relying on the information given in a written text.

The majority of reading books available on the market
incorporate inauthentic passages, that is, texts written for
pedagogic purposes, and as such they do not exploit the
great potential of literary texts for language learning
purposes. Moreover, the majority of these books'do not
expose language learners to what they may eriou. ter in
real-life situations. Further, of the reading books auti.~red to
date, only a marginal minority pay «aual tteation to
enhancing both reading subskills and )==quc = ~omponents.
Joy Reading: Climb is, unlike most nt.ie’ b_=ks of its kind, a
rich reader of famous stories ac.ompznied by foliow-up
exercises of various types.

Joy Reading: Climk.is . cu.'=7lion of ten short stories.
Preceded by two warn sp ‘activities, each story is an
engaging narrative t. at is specifically appropriate for EFL/ESL
learners studyirn> wFoglish at the pre-intermediate or
intermediate 'ev:ll of language proficiency. To guarantee
full under.weniing of the narratives, leaners can do the
exercis »s vtch follow the stories. These exercises primarily
focts. on reading comprehension and vocabulary
devolopment. They also give language learners the
opportunity to discuss a number of questions directly
related to the theme of the narrative they have read.
Additionally, learners get a chance of reflecting on several
aspects of the narrative at hand, as well as on the areas in
which they have improved their language-related knowiedge
and ability. Given its rich content, this book is suitable for
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use in all ELT classrooms. However, as the book adopts a
flexible approach to reading, it also serves the language
learning purposes of those learners who wish to enhance
their command of English through self-study.
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Notes to the Instructor/Student

Purpose and Approach of the Book

The dual purpose of this book is to help EFL/ESL stui nt.
improve their reading comprehension and boost the.-
vocabulary knowledge. The book features ten -1ort ‘tones
that are accompanied by various sections int*cduc. 4 Lelow.

Level of the Book

Joy Reading: Climb is appropriate fo. noro intermediate to
intermediate students. As the sterie = are lirranged according
to difficulty, it is recommende * t 1at the sequence suggested
by the book be followed. No.~worthy is the fact that
difficulty was determir~ad . th<-eference to the complexity
of structures, numbg- ar.d nioaness of vocabulary, and length
of the story in grastin.

Format and {ru=e'ure

The book ¢or orises ten short stories. Before each story
come Worn -up Activities. Each story, in turn, is followed by
five sections: Reading Comprehension, True or False,
Vocabulary, Discussion Time, and Reflection Time.
Additionally, the book includes two quizzes that appear at
the end of Story Five and Story Ten. There is also a test that
comes at the end of the book. The final component with
which the book closes is a glossary of vocabulary items. A
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brief explanation of the above-mentioned sections and
components is provided below.

Warm-up Activities

These activities mainly attempt to familiarize the reader with
the challenging vocabulary items used in the stories. These
activities are thought to reduce linguistic burd=ns; thereby
increasing comprehension and learning.

Stories

Each story is an engaging narrative hat deals with
interesting issues common people ‘acs ‘n_neir everyday
lives. The commonness and . mili rit; of the issues
notwithstanding, these compriin, s novatives are crafted so
artistically that they cause *he "cad''r to find himself/herself
profoundly engrossed in *h ' storyline.

Reading Comprehen ‘ion

Immediately follc:ning each story, reading comprehension
guestions ain’ 1u.e, se the reader the opportunity to check
their unde starding of different aspects of the story they
have ju'L .23l

True w 7-'se

Simnior to Reading Comprehension, this section is aimed to
provide the reader a chance to make sure they have
understood the story well enough. To this aim, true/false
statements referring to various parts and aspects of the
story are presented to the reader.

Vocabulary
This section seeks ta help the reader examine their knowledge
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of the key words used in the story. Following each item, a
space is provided. If the reader does not know the target word,
they look up the word in a dictionary and copy the dictionary
definition and example sentences for that very word. However,
if the reader knows the word but cannot correctly use the word
in a sentence, they only copy example sentences in the space
provided. Obviously enough, if the reader happens tu bo »
know the word and be able to correctly use it in a senten =,
they leave the space blank and move on to the noxt #.ooa.

Discussion Time
Discussion Time supplies the reader with a re, “thought-
provoking questions that are, in some ¢, ses, onducive to
critical thinking. As such, this sectio | er courages the reader
to move beyond the storyline an¢ to hirk about things that
might have, to this point, gone . * nuaced. If the reader uses
" the book on a self-study ba-is and so does not have anybody
around to discuss the q ww=tiyns with, they can simply think
about the gquestions como up with reascnable answers, and
write them down . tt 2 spaces provided.

Reflection Tim. 2

The firal Ceciun, Reflection Time, pursues a two-fold
purpose. M. its first purpose, this section, having a
conceptual focus, involves the reader in reflecting on the
moral(s), theme(s), and/or climax(es) of the story. Having a
language-related focus, the second purpose has to do with
engaging the reader in refiecting on the new vecabulary
and/or structures they have come across and learnt while
reading the story.
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Vocabulary Quizzes

Appearing at the end of Story Five and Story Ten, these two
guizzes give the reader the chance to further recycle and
review the new words present in the five stories each quiz
represents.

Vocabulary Test

The test, following Quiz Two, intends to help the recder
examine their newly gained knowledge of '~ words they
have encountered in all the stories that figu. ~in t is book.

Glossary

The glossary is an alphabetically oru. rea ‘i, of all the words
present in the stories and be'evr d tu be new to readers
given their intended levels ot ansuage proficiency. Note
should be taken of the fa.* 2% the words all come with a
code (e.g., 53, 59, etc. . The cude indicates the story in which
that word appears.
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