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Introduction

Undoubtedly, one of the most important and valuable Quranic word-finders
compiled over the last decades is Al-Mufam-u “I-Mufahras li Alfaz-i 'I-Qur'an-i
1-Karim, which was written by the late Egyptian scholar Muhammad Fu'dd
Abd-u 'I-Biql (1299-1388 A. H.).  This’ word-finder, which incorporates
segments of verses wheresintended words occur, and which adopts a root-
oriented approach, ranks among the most efficient and the most commonly
used lexicons, and is regarded as @ wurning-point in the history of Quranic
Lexicography. As can be seen from.its preamble, the author acknowledges his
indebtedness to the German oricntalist Gustav Flogel and his book, which
was published in 1842 under the title of Nujidm-u T-Furgdn fi Amdf-i I-Qur'an.
What is noteworthythere 18 that just as Abd-u’l Biqi built his work on the
foundations of Flogels’ valuable book, and set out to remove the foibles and
shortcomings which_he encountered in that velume, so his own lexicon has
served as a basis for all those who have publiched in this field in recent years,

Al-Mujanpt-u I-Mufohras has a singular, beautiful and relatively precise
style, Yet, despite its numerous advantages, it exhibits weak points that are
inescapably obvious to the Quran scholars and those who refer to it. Of
course,.one musetd zonced that such inadequacies, when compared with the
merits of the baok, do not detract from its inhcrent values,

The present work, which is the second volume in the series entitled
“Maws@ 'at-u 'I-Ma’ajim wa "I-Buhfith-i I-Quraniyyh” (‘The Library of Quranic
Word-Finders and Discussions”), has been produced along similar lines,
drawing on the estimable legacy of previous scholars, and particularly on
Fu'id Abd-u ’'1-Biql’s aforementioned lexicon. It is to be hoped that our
word-finder has remained immune from crrors and omissions, and particularly
from those that found their way into Abd-u 'I-Bigf’s dictionary.



IV Al-Mu‘jam-u I-Muofahras li Alfiz-i ’l-Qurlan-i ’I-Karim

Overall Organization and Characteristics of the Lexicon

The overall structure of the present lexicon is similar to that to be found in
Abd-w’l Bagl’s word-finder: every page has two columns, with each column
being subdivided into six sub-columns as follows:

1 . The entry (or the Quranic word) column

2 . The verse column containing intended words

3 . The verse number column

4 . The page number column

5 . The verse name column

6 . The chapter name column
Each of the above columns provides users with the specific information they
require.

Before touching on some of the distinguishing features of the present
lexicon, we must point out ut this stagerthat the book rescmbles its
predecessor (which bears the same title) in terms of overall organization. The
only diffcrence to be noted is thauthis lexicon has adopted an alphabetical
appraoch, wheress the previous one was based on a root-oricnted one.

All in all, the present/work cah be said to cxhibit the following
characteristics:

Addition of the Arabic text-of the Quran

To speed up access w an intended verse or verses, and also (o obviate the
need 10 make frequent references to the Quran itself (which can be time-
consuming), th¢ cntire (ext, running to 604 pages, and written by the
renowned Syrian/ealligrapher, Uthmin Tihd, has been incorporated into the
lexicon.

Complete diacriticalization and vowelization of verses

In the presentdexicon, not only the entries, but also the totality of the
Quranicverses, have been diactriticalized and vowelized. This process has two
advantages: a) It speeds up and facilitutes access 10 an intended verse; and
b) it prevents the misrcuding und misundersianding of the verses themselves.
In this_conncciion, wo points arc worth mentioning: Firstly, the file
comtaining the Arabic icxt of the Qurun used in compiling the present lexicon
underwent initial proofreading and was repeatedly emended over a period of
eight ycars of preparation. In addition, the file in question has been so
thoroughly proofread by the assiduous cxperts and emendators at “Dar-u
"I-Quran Al-Karim Organization” that one can venture to claim that errors
are almost non-existent, a circumstance for which we thank Almighty God.
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Secondly, the peneral writing style of the verses incorporated into the present
lexicon is closer to the modern Arabic script than to the conventional writing
style used for the Quran.

Addition of page number columns

With u view 10 speeding up and facilitating the scarch for verses, a4 special
column has becn inserted to indicate the relevamt page number of the Quran.
Accordingly, all users have (o do 10 locate an intended verse is to memornize
the page, as well as the verse numbcer.

Adoption of an alphabetical approach

Unlike its predecessor, which was based on a roet-oriented method, the
present lexicon has been complied using an alphabeticul approach. Thus, for
instance, users of the lexicon should look up the words ¢35, th.-.‘:’un and
o2y under the headings ¢ b, ¢t ands o 2t respectively.

The choice of an alphabeiical approach does not, of course, mean that it
is preferable to 4 root-based one. The reason for this claim is that the users of
cither type of lexicon, depending on their degree of familiarity with Arabic
literature —— and especially with the roots of words —— on the one hand,
and with the idiosyncratic siyles of compilers on the other, are faced with
specific problems. In other words, cither approach has its own merits and
demerits, and is intended to appeal to particular audiences. That explains why
we have compiled our twin lexicons by employing & root-oriented approach
for one and an alphabctical upproach for the other.

The scope of Quranic words

To avoid increasing the bulk of the present lexicon, of the threc classes of
words (i. e. nouns, verbs, and particles) occurring in the text of the Quran, we
have included all the verbs and a substantial par of the nouns, leaving the
treatment of particles and a small portion of nouns —— which arc less
frequently referred 10 —— 10 u scparate hook which deals with them under a
section entitled, 'Particles and Pronouns’, and which constitutes part of our
comprehensive lexicon. The small section on nouns includes the lollowing:
1) pronouns (joined or separate), 2) rclative pronouns, 3) demonstrative
pronouns, 4) interrogative pronouns, and 5) conditional markers.

Characteristics of the entry column
The entry column has certain characteristics, some of which cun be specified
as follows:
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1. Al the entry column words of the lexicon and their frequency, as well
as Abd-u 'I-Biqi’s Mujam, have been checked against A/-Mujjam-u I-[hsit'l
and Qamis-u ‘I-Alfaz-i 1-Quraniyyh.

2 . Entries arc not marked for prefixation; that is to say, all joined and
separate particles have been omitted Irom the beginnings of such entrics. in
contrast, all suffixes, like joined pronouns and the emphatic ¢4y, have becn
left intact.

3 . In the present lexicon, different forms of the entrics have becn
indentified and specified thus: Under the noun section we have: a) words
without ¢Jlx Or pupation; b) wards without ¢ Jiy and having a madmiim and
maksiir nunation; and ¢) words withsgdh! In cach cuse, the sequencing order is
as follows: madmim words come lirst, mafrih words second, and maksir
words third. For example, the entry guly and ¢ 33y, after being separated,
have the following order of oceurrence:

t{§)p2 =) gupr cuuaJJFn cadp Wl ody Il CHgph capad cilpn
Eu,S-UFn su;:‘.L!Tu tu,S.L!Tn S eeSin S
Under the verb seclio—n, a similar ordering has been adopted. This means that
the marfii’ imperfect precedes the mansith verb, which is followed by majzim
verbs; e. g uj.'--:f{n, u\ji.-:u:n, and uL:li.{nEn.

4 . Entries which are definitely of foreign origin, or arc considered likely
10 be so, have becen designated by putting an asterisk (#) on their top left.

5 . Those words in whick one of the initial maftih t-letter (o) has been
dropped, or from which the final letlers ¢y OF gy, are missing, have been
specified by inserting the aomitted letters within parenthescs; ¢. g.

A5 5 ¢ SO @l fKn (o3 () 6h

6 . In cases ' where the same measure is shared by two or more inflectional
structures, these have been separated from cach other on the basis ol their
inflectional character. For instance, the word urLclp functions us an imperfect
verb in some verses, and as a superlative form in some others.

7 . With respect to orthography and diacriticalization, all entry column
words have been considercd from a purely inflectional perspective, und not in
terms of the Quranic script or their contextual relation to the words prcueding,
orfollewing them. ALLU]’GII‘I},ly, words such as mJ.....Jn, u1,IJn and aan come
under the entries ¢i3i3s, «Jishy and uJan, rc':pcuwely

8 . When each Quranic word occurs more than once, its {requency of
usage is specified within parenthescs under the relevant cntry.

Characteristics of the verse column
The present lexicon exhibils distinctive features when it comes to considering
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4 verse into which o parijcular word is incorporated. Some of these
characteristers can he delineated as follows:

1 . Althought the main concern has been to speed up and [ucilitate the
search for the formal aspects of words (i ¢. a word-finding process), an
attempt has also been made to select each verse in such a way that it can
convey a full meaning on its own, thus proving usefw! from a conceptual or
thematic stundpoint. In this respect, we have used un asterisk ¢#) to indicate
the multiplicity of verses preceding or following an intended verse, and have
limited oursclves to mentioning the verse in which a relevant word occurs.
Similarly, we have used dotted lines (...} to show thut certain words have been
omitted from the middle of a verse,

2 . To speed up and facilitute access to an intended verse, the entry has
been indicated in coloured letters,

3. In cases where the verses relating to ane or mofe entries follow each
other, without any words being omitted from them, we have used a fonward-
pointing arrow «—» at the end of the preceding verse, and a backward-
pointing arrow ¢« at the begenning of the following verse, to indicate
linkage and continuity.

4 . Letters appear in large print, which plays a crucial role in gaining
rapid aceess 10 an intended word,

Important note

As wus mentioned above, the present lexicon 18 identical 1o its predecessor in
gencrul features and overall structurC, except that it employs an alphabetical
approach, rather than a root-based one. Nonetheless, an attempt has meen
made to compensate for the inadequacies and weak points which, sad to say,
found their way into the previous lexicon, and probably also for the fajlure to
improve the quality of that volume. As a result, the present work can, apart
from the specific arrangement of its entries, be described as a new version of
our rooi-based lexicon,



A usage guide to the present lexicon

It must be noted that the entries have heen alphabetized
as follows without taking their roots into consideration.

* In using an alphabeticat order, 4 number of points have been observed:

a) All along, the focus has been on the orthography of words, rather
than on their pronunciation, Accordingly, the calif magsitraity (= () has been
treated as .Ly, and ghamzalty, depending on its base (e, 1,1, 3, 2and &), hus
been considered as gy, eypand gy, respectively.

b) The ¢Ji occurring at the beginning of the entries has been
disregarded. At the same time, the entries with «Jis have been segregated from
those without it and follow them immediately.

¢) Doubled letters huve been treated us single elements,

d) !y precedes a hamzah, and/a baseless hamzah (i. €. = e} comes
before u hamzah with an g ity base, which, in turn, precedes ¢ i

£) Considerning what was saith above, and based on the conventional
method used in Arabic whereby the letier sy precedes the letter ¢y, letters
have been arrunged as follows: 4, o, 1 T O A T Ny ST S By

* The writing style used in the present lexicon follows the modern Arabic
script, and not the one 10 be found in the Quran.

* No mention has been muade of particles, personal pronouns, relutive
pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, or conditional markers. Instead, the
reader is referredito the scetion on particles and pronouns in the relevant
volume in the serics.

* All entries have been cited with no affixes (joined and scparate)
attached 10 them.

% Ay tor the alphabetical arrangement of cntries which are identicil in
letters, but different in vowel points, the following facts arc worth mentioning:

aj; Vowelless leuers precede those with vowels (€. £ o) pa0 tomes
before af s) 1ui). i

b} Letters without oty (doubling) precede those having qa,ths.

¢) Leners without nunation precede those which are nunated.

d) Similarly, vowelized letters have been uarranged as  follows:
L) unvowelized letters, (2 madmim letiers, 3) mafih leners, 4) maksir
letters, and 5) sakin letiers,

* In the case of enteries which are similar in letter and vowel sound, but
different in terms of their inflectional identity, the following arrungement can
be seen: a) verbs precede nouns, b) proper nouns precede adjectives, and
¢) singular nouns precede plural ones.

* The usterisk following some entries indicates their foreign origin, When
the sign emp occars between two verses, it refers to the end of a preceding
verse and 10 the beginning of a foltowing one.
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