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Introduction

This book intends to prepare students for more successful -
oral interpretation under less stressful circumstances. Ata
time my collaborator had become consciotls of the problem
of teaching oral interpretation to college students in the
absence of a comprehensive yet intermediate guide, we
come up with the idea of preparing one.

No work of this sort existed .at thetime, yet students clearly
could have profited from a more formalized introduction to
interpret the most controversial texts. Consequently, one of
our first aims, then and now, has been to help establish a
healthy balance in the student's approaches for interpreting a
text. We believed then, and are even more convinced now,
that any college or university student _or, for that matter,
any advanced high school student should have at hand the
most burning issues being discussed and interpreted these
days.

The communicative aspects of this book are more fully
developed and explicit in this edition. There are numerous
"real communication” opportunities for the teacher to
exploit. The text often uses the students' own life

cxperiences as context and regularly introduces topics of



interest to stimulate the free _ expression of ideas in
structured as well as open discussions and interpretations.
Many of the exercises are formatted to be more clearly
available for pair-work or-group work, in addition to still
being viable as class work led by a teacher. This edition
encourages interactivity but leaves it open for the users to
decide what degree of interactivity best suits their needs.
This book is followed by two other levels, high intermediate
and advance, that we are working.on it. We hope it repays to
some extent your faith in our ability. Finally, for any errors

in our book we, of course, take full responsibility.
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