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The turbulent history of mankind with all its ups and downs has taught
us that those nations with sense of maintaining cultural continuity will
unquestionably survive as thriving nations. Iranians are the manilestation
and perhaps a rare model of such people.

The rich history of Iranians, cither documented or discovered duning
archeological excavations from the past millennium, is a true evidence for
lovers of history books and past civilizations. A culture and civilization
tiled with mosaics ol philanthropy and peaceful co-cxistence with people
of near and distant lands. History rccalls Iranians as very well-educated
peaple with an affluent culture that is recorded in the books authored by
ancient historians worldwide. The very trait is self-evident throughout pre
and post Islamic periods. The Iranian architectural art is an illustration of
cultural prosperily of this land. Chogha Zanbil ziggurat in Susa ... and the
soaring columns of Perscpolis, the Anahita Templc at Kangavar and the
long arch of Madaen’s Portico reveal such culwral affluence in the face
of all ravages deep-rooted in prejudice and ignorance. Remnants of the
mosques such as Tarikhaneh (House of Ged) in Damghan, also Ardestang
varamin and Shiraz Jame mosques display architectural culture of the first
Hijri centuries. Other architeclural masterpieces like the Blue Mosgue in
Tabriz, Sheikh Lotlollah Mosque in Isfahan, AlT Qapi Palace and Hasht
Behesht (cight paradises) Palace testify the Imnian smarn arcliitecinre,
Although nota rival for the works of the past eras, Qajar arghuiledinge €njoys
the art and beauty for its ime. lndecd, this privilege should B regarded as
the ultimale artistic expression of traditional Iranian archiledure,

The lst volume of Image of Tchran in 19t ABggdedls briefly with
development and architectural transformations of (fehran since becoming
capital up to 1867. The present book, lmag@otghsan II, is a compact
report on development of Tehran from 186%matihthe fall of Qajar dynasty.
Image of Tehran Il may not have been possible without the efferts and
financial support devoted by Mr. Ahmad Porkar. The creators of this work
hereby wish to express their heartfelt gratitude to him.

To put the cultural and artistic values and treasures of our homeland into
display takes all of us, all collaborators and like-minded colleagues into

eternal bliss and pleasure.

Mohammad Hassan Semsar
Zanran Publications
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In the name of the Omnipotent, the Omniscient
The great land of Iran has not only been the origin and initiator of an ancient
civilization, but also made significant contributions to world civilization,
[t has prompted the special attention of people of other territories since the
old days, and for them, fran was the land of dreams, with an inescapable
attraction. The same appeal made the famous ancient Greek historian,
Herodotus (484-425 BC), 1o allocate part of his record to Iran and Iranians.
Both the Greek and Roman writers from the West as well as Chinese cNVoYs
and travelers from the East came to [ran and authored books and accounts
depicting its people, land and civilization.
Upon Iranians conversion to Islam, our tand was not only important among
other Islamic territories for artistic, economic and political significance,
but at some peints, the cultural power and position of Iran has shaped the
fate of other nations as well. Prosperous, crowded and popular cities like
Isfahan and Shiraz as well as insatiable curiosity to know everything about
Iranian folk customs and traditions in different periods has always been the
source of sttraction.
As a village, Tehran started slowly the days of affluence, following the
destruction of Ray during invasion of the Mongols in the seventh century
AH. Tehran was also at the center of attention by Shah Tahmasp 1 durihg
Safavid era (tenth century) and received more dignity by the kings'of Qajar
later in the 13th cenwury AH, who made it the new capital 6Rllran. \Like
Isfahan of Safavid period, the city was both an eye-catchinghdestination
for tourists and a center for the world political conflicts \n¥he. fineteenth
century.
The present collection is an aceount on the urban/archilectural developments
and monuments of Tehran in the late 13th and carligidth centuries AH,
For me, it has been a great privilege to parifi@suithithe creators of this book
in introducing part of this architectural art and timefess cultural legacy of

my homeland, iran.

Ahmad Porkar
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