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Introduction

The orientalists have presented the results of their research projects
regarding Qur’an to the world of science in the form of books and En-
cyclopedias. There is an undeniable necessity to identify these works
and ideas regarding Qur’an. The necessity of true identification of
Qur’an-researching in west increases when we remember that the past
Musliny scholars bound themselves to respond the critigisms and objec-
tions coming from Jews and Christians; one of the wags'ef acquaint-
ance -with the works of western Qur’an researchqrg nd t cas noted
in those works is to learn English language. Lhg ,%n this book, a
set of texts in the Qur’dn and Hadith studigs ©
cyclopedia of the Qur’an to be taught e
the students of the Qur’an and H j jor.

This set of texts collected by the “‘, er involves the following character-

istics:

itten by the famous western Qur’an re-
searchers who eaching and making research regarding qur’anic
studies in the an, American, and Canadian universities. So, the
mentioned texts enjoy high levels of originality and reliability.

1. The mentioned te

2 The cited texts have been edited scientifically and literarily.

3. The collected texts help students increase their vocabulary range and
get familiar with the synonyms of a word which are related to the dis-
cussions of the Qur’an and Hadith studies. For example, if in one in-
stance the word “exegesis” is used to mean «Tafsiry, and later in the
text the word «Tafstr» is repeated for any reason, the word “exegesis”
is not used again and instead of that, its synonym, “commentary”, is
employed. : - :

4. Instructing the terminology employed in the Qur’an and Hadith sci-
ence: when the English translations of the qur’anic texts are examined,
‘t is seen that the translators have transcribed some of the qur’anic sci-
ence terminology using English aiphabet. For example, the word
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«Naskh», is written as “Naskh”. In the texts collected by the writer, the
authors have tried to find exact equivalents for the terminology em-
ployed in the Qur’an and Hadith science. As we know, the words “cor-
ruption” and “interpolation” are used as equivalents of the word
«Thrif». Through the use of the mentioned English vocabulary, Stu-
dents will learn which word should be used to express “deviation by
means of addition” and which word should be used to express “devia-
tion by means of deficiency”. In other words, students will understand
the exact differences between the used English equivalents for the
Qur’an and Hadith science terminology.

5. Instructing the true method of transcription of qur’anic verses by
means of English alphabet: students will learn the true linguistic system
of transcribing the qur’anic verses using English alphabet in the con-
cerned texts. In fact, they will learn how to distinguish the Arabic al-
phabetical letters — such as ¢ (h), » (h), < (th), = (s), ¢4 (8), > (dh), 5 (2),
va (@), £ (z), (1), = (1), & () - in English. { ~

6. The objective of presenting the mentioned t n\ust to instruct
new words and terminology of Qur’an and ience, but besides,
there has been a concern for the acqua the students with the
viewpoints of western Qur’an resea rding the discussions of

qur’anic studies. Special in thl\ r‘g that some of the mentioned
t
"o

texts have been summaries of o oks which the present writer has
put in the used texts. It is ing that the content of the cited texts
is not in a manner to r oversial and problematic misgivings in
the minds of studeqt to cause them intellectual deviation.

7. The writer text has presented the used references at the end of
that text. Thertdpore, students will get familiar with the books and arti-
cles of western Qur’an researchers after they read each text and its rela-
tive bibliography. This will extremely help the problem that the stu-
dents face regarding bibliography.

8. The content of the cited texts is selected based on the topics authorized
by the Ministry of Sciences, Research, and Technology for the students
of the Qur’an and Hadfth sciences major. These texts are presented in
seven parts, including: Sciences of the Qur’an, history of the Qur’an,
history of the exegesis, understanding of the text, the sciences of the
Rhetoric, sciences of the Hadith, and Shiite Studies. Each part includes
some-chapters that contain the related discussions.



