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Preface

The word “vocabulary” came to English in the 16th century. It came from
the Latin word vocabulum. Vocabulary is the body of words that make up a
language. Obviously, the importance of vocabulary in reading
comprehension cannot be overstated. Without a good working knowledge of
words and their meanings, both written and verbal communication will be
muddied or poorly understood.

Broadly defined, vocabulary is knowledge of words and fvord meanings.
However, vocabulary is more complex than this definitipn Suggests. First,
words come in two forms: oral and print. Oral vocabularyincludes those
words that we recognize and use in listening and spe@king.@rint vocabulary
includes those words that we recognize and us€\in réading and writing.
Second, word knowledge also comes ingtWe Hibdes, receptive and
productive. Receptive vocabulary includes wogds jthat we recognize when
we hear or see them. Productive vocabulary 1#€ludes words that we use
when we speak or write. ReceptivefvoPabulary is typically larger than
productive vocabulary, and may ipclide many words to which we assign
some meaning, even if we don'yknow their full definitions and connotations
— or ever use them ourselves as we'speak and write.

Adding further complexit§inigducation, the word vocabulary is used with
varying meanings. Forgxataple, for beginning reading teachers, the word
might be synonymous With “sight vocabulary,” by which they mean a set of
the most common wprdis)in English that young students need to be able to
recognize quickly aswlley see them in print. However, for teachers of upper
elementary 4fid,secondary school students, vocabulary usually means the
“hard” wdhds, that students encounter in content areas, texts and literature
selections.

Students with poor reading comprehension skills either lack the vocabulary
or the word recognition skills to make sense of the material. Students with
poor reading comprehension don’t tend to read very often, which causes
them to miss out on learning new words. Since most classes have some form

11



of written study sheets, articles, or textbooks, a limited vocabulary can
affect many of their grades.

Communication is enhanced by knowing more words. They don’t have to be
big words, but the meanings should convey what the person 1s trying to say.
When people cannot communicate clearly and accurately, giving
instructions or understanding them may be difficult. Mistakes can be made,
costing time, effort, and money in both school settings and the workplace.

Of the many compelling reasons for providing students with (instruction to
build vocabulary, none is more important than the qgorntgbution of
vocabulary knowledge to reading comprehension. Indeed, ondyot the most
enduring findings in reading research is the extept™tg which students’
vocabulary knowledge relates to their reading“gompiehension. Most
recently, the National Reading Panel (2000) cop€itided that comprehension
development cannot be understood withouga critighl ¢xamination of the role
played by vocabulary knowledge. Given thal Sgudeifs’ success in school and
beyond depends in great measure Mpow’ their ability to read with
comprehension, there is an urgency toyproyiding instruction that equips
students with the skills and stratggies necessary for lifelong vocabulary
development.

The present bock consistsef thirty units, each of which includes ten
vocabulary items. EachWagd\along with derivatives, is introduced by the
pronunciation, definition @nd examples. Every six-unit part is followed by a .
review section. Finallyjydtican find the answers in the “Key” section.

Omid Allaf-Akbary
Nasser Mousavi
Vali Mohammadi
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AMERICAN ENGLISH PHONETIC SYMBOLS

VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

CONSONANTS

symbol | example | transcription | symbol example | transcription
i: sheep 1fisp/ b back /baek/
1 ship /f1p/ P pen /pen/
i happy /hapi/ d door /do:r/
e pen /pen/ t tea tiz/
* bad . /bad/ k kettle /ketl/
a: arm fa:rm/ g good fgud/
3: four Ho:r/ d3 jump /dxamp/
U put /put/ tf chaiy /tfer!
u: boot /bu:t/ f fat ft/
A cut fkat/ v yery Iveri/
a bird /ba:rd/ o thing fQiy/
) above /abav/ i) then /den/
‘eI make meik/ s soon /su:n/
oU host / hotist/ z Z00 rATH)
al sky /skal/ I ship Lp/
aUu cOwW Rav/ 3 vision izan/
1 boy ot h hat /heet/
m moon /mu:n/
n hen /hen/
1 sing /sIn/
1 live Miv/
r red /red/
i ves /jes/
w wall fwa:l/
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