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Preface

The honest and genuine comments and suggestions of both colleagues
and students encouraged the authors to prepare the present work which
is the second part of the English for the Students of Arabic L.anguage and
Literature series. Info the composition of this book, too, the authors
employed the same techniques, methods, and structure used for the first
part. The first book started with “Arabic Literature.in the Jahiliyya”
and ended with “‘Abbasid Literature VIII”. This second book covers
the remaining discassions beginning with “The Arabs in Europe” and
finishing with “Tawfiq al-Hakim: The Wise Sage of Arabic Literature”.

Once again the authors stress the fact that, ESP for the students of
Arabic, offerecd as two 2-credit courses, is.an essential course for the
students of Arabic language and literature, Since there are no specific
undemanding and manageable textbooks on this course in Iran and the
available resources such as Nicholson’s book on literary history are not
textbooks and actually place a heavy burden on the students’ learning,
the authors undertake to devclop the second textbook again im 17
succinct, intelligible readings and 6 practical further readings. These
texthooks shall be accompanied with audiotapes.

As for the advantages of this book, we should say that the readings
are based on Nicholson’s masterpiece on Arabic literature, Britannica,
Americana, and various outstanding web sites, and we have attempted
to adjust Nicholson’s style in ‘a way to make it more practical and
oriented toward the (actual, readily observable needs of our target
students. In addition, these textbooks could also be used as sclf-study
resources, considering the fact that the readings are contextualized
units of knowledge. and meaning, and that the textbooks are
supplemented with indispensable audiotapes.

Last but not least, the authors do not at all claim any infallibility in
their work, but believe that every reader and learner will admit its
practicality and usefulness for the target readership. You may write to
us in Arabicat dr-shamsabadi@sttu.ac.ir and in English at
moulavi S2@sttu.ac.ir.

Hussein Shamsabadi
Asghar Moulavi Nafchi
Summer 2005/1384
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